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To an fits Pamphlet, intituled, 


A Brief State of the Province of 
PENSYLVANIA. 


Wherein are expoled  _ -: = 

The many falſe Aſſertions of the Author or | | 

Authors, of the faid Pamphlet, with a h 

View to render the Quakers of Penſyluania 

and their Government obnoxious to the 
Britiſh Parliament and Miniſtry 3- | 


AND THE * 


Several Tranſactions, moſt groſly IR . 
ſented therein, ſet in their true light. 


LONDON: 
Printed for 8. BLA DO, in Fee #4 
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HEN perſons in power and office have 
given offence to the people over whom 


they are ſet, by attempts to deſtroy 
their privileges or other rights, and find them on 
the point of addreſſing the Crown againſt their 
unwarrantable proceedings; their uſual method is 
to endeavour to get the ſtart of them, and publiſh 
ſome falſe ſtate of the caſe, calculated to juſtify 


themſelves, and malign their opponents, in order 


to prejudice the Government, as well as the Pub- 
lic, againſt them, only till ſuch time as the injured 
people have made their caſe known. In which 
they propoſe no farther to obtain their ends, than 
to take ſome little revenge for their diſappoint-: 
ment, by vilifying the authors of it for a ſeaſon. 
This is in reality the caſe with the author, or 
rather authors, of a malicious pamphlet lately pub- 
liſhed here, and induſtriouſly propagated by the 


friends and eſpouſers of the party, in favour of 
whom the brief ſtate of Penſylvania was written. 


For thoſe gentlemen, finding they were not able to 
carry the point which they aimed at, and that the 
aſſembly, by their meſſage to the Governor, of 

| the 


\ 


| I 2] 

the 26th of Dec. laſt, * had come to a reſolution 
& to addreſs the Crown, in ſupport of their civil 
& rights and liberties,” which they eſteemed to be 
greatly infringed by the Governor's refuſing to ac- 


cept any of the ſums offered by them for the 
King's ſervice, though tendered in the manner 
and form which had always been uſed in the pro- 
vince; they reſolved to be before hand with them, 
and publiſh the preſent pamphlet, full of invec- 
tives, falſities, and unjuſt reflections, againſt the 
aſſembly and their conduct, 1 

The perſon + who wrote the letter is very well 
known to be a Smith, a proper tool enough for the 
club who employed him : but not to enter farther 
into his character (which is ſo h/ack, that were. we 
to diſplay it in its proper colours, it would be ſuf- 
ficient to diſcredit his work) we ſhall begin, with- 
out farther detaining the reader, and refute his af- 
ſertions z either from our own perſonal knowledge 
of matters, or from the tranſactions themſelves, 
which paſt between the Governor and the aſſembly, 
particularly in December and January laſt, printed 
in the Penſylvania and New York Gazette. 

The title page has more the appearance of a 
puff, compoſed of ſeveral: falſehoods, to ſer off the 
pamphlet to which it is prefixed, than any thing 
elſe : for in what part of it is he true cauſe of the 
continual. encroachments of the French diſplay'd? 
where is the ſecret deſign of their late invaſion, and 
ſettlement on the river Ohio, ſet forth? ſtrong ex- 
preſſions to raiſe the expectations of the Public, 


without any thing of a performance like what is 


promiſed. However, we may chance to ſupply 


* See the Penhylvania Gazette, for the 3 iſt of Dec. 1754. 
＋ In a letter written on this occaſion it is ſpelled parſon, 
perhaps by miſtake, as a parſon ànd a ſinith ſeem to have no 
real connection, whatever they may in a metaphorical ork 
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| the condut? of the aſſemblies of Penſylvania is impar- 


131 
their defects, and ſet forth the affair in a true and 
clear, not, as the letter does, in a falſe and obſcure 
light. | 1 s 
507 the ſame nature with the former are the wordt 


ſollowing, to which are annexed, An eaſy plan for re- 


ſtoring quiet in the public meaſures of that province, 
and defeating the ambitious views of the French in 
time to come. N ö 
One would imagine that his plan was calculated to 
defeat the deſigns of the French, not only againſt this 
province of Penſylvania, but all the other Engl 
provinces in America; and fo doubtleſs the author, or 
authors, would have it underſtood”: whereas their 
ſcheme is altogether particular, and conſiſts ſolely 
in obtaining the ends which they have in view; 
namely, to ſtrip the Quakers of their rights and 
privileges, and ſubmit them to the arbitrary: will 
of their governors, Let us now ſee whether what 
is farther declared in the title- be true, namely, if 


tially examined, 

The writer of the pamphlet begins with a very 
fallacious queſtion, as if put by his friend,” V 
we who are eſteemed one of the richeſt colonies in A- 
merica, are the moſt backward in contributing to the 
defence of the Britiſh' dominions in theſe parts? 

Penſylvania unhappily, like the reſt of the colo- 
nies, is divided into two parties, one for the true 
intereſt of the province, the other againft it. The 
letter writer would not be thought to be of the lat- 


ter, but as he ſtates the queſtion, he makes him- 


ſelf of it, «why are we 1ht moſt backward ? and this 
will appear to be the truth of the caſe; altho? b. 


ve he doubtleſs means the oppoſite party, or th 


of the aſſembly ; in which he advances à great fal- 
lity : for the aſſembly of Penhlvania have always 
been as forward to contribute, upon any emergency, 
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as any of the other colonies. As a proof, in the 
preſent caſe, in their meſſage to Governor Morris, 
of December 12, 1754. they declare, As we ac- 
& count it our duty to do every thing in our pow. 
« er to comply with his Majeſty's royal orders, 
4 or that may contribute to the welfare of the 
c people we repreſent, we have chearfully and al- 
* moſt unanimouſly reſolved to grant 20,000 

« for the King's uſe. This they did in the uſu. 
al manner as they have heretofore done; but the 
Governor has refuſed it, on thoſe terms, for rea. 
ſons the author is unwilling to aflign. --- The two 
greateſt privileges under the conſtitution of that 
government are, the right which the aſſembly have 
to adjourn themſelves, and meet on their own ad- 
journments, and the application of all publick mo- 
ney; or, which is the ſame, a right of knowin 
in what manner it is applied. The advantages c 
theſe two privileges, and how neceſſary they are 
to the well-being of the colony, appears from the 
confuſion and diſcontents which ſome neighbour; 
ing provinces, at certain times, have laboured un- 
der for want of them. The aſſemblies have been 
harraſſed by their governors with tedious lengths 
of ſitting : and it, has been known, that when large 
ſums have been demanded, under a pretence of ap; 
plying it to the ule of the public, the Governor, 


as ſoon as the money was raiſed, has put it all in 
bis own pocket, without applying any of it to the 


ſervice for which it was demanded. 10 | 
The Governors of Penſylvania have, for ſome 
time paſt, been uſing their endeavours, under, va- 
rious pretences, of getting the diſpoſal of the pub- 
lic money into their own hands, without being ob- 
liged to give an account to the aſſembly ; and this, 
we apprehend, will appear to every impartial per- 
ſon to be the true cauſe why the Governor * ſo 
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1 
often refuſed to accept the conſiderable ſums of- 
fered by the aſſembly, ; though tendered in the u- 
ſual form, and in reality much greater than could 


reaſonably be expected from ſo {mall a fund of on- 
ly 6 or 700 l. per annum, to defray all the charges 
Goveraciine, and other occaſions of the - 


of the 
province, and eſpecially as there was, at the ſame 


time, ſcarce 500 /. in the treaſury, This demon- 
ſtrates that the aſſembly are neither backward, nor 


ſparing, in their* contributions for the King's ſer- 


vice; and as a farther inconteſtible proof likewiſe, 
that they are not againſt the defence of their coun- 
try by military methods, as the letter writer ſo of- 


ten falſely aſſerts; they, not only in their frequent 


meſſages to the Governor, declare their readineſs 
to provide for the defence of the colony, but, be- 
fore they adjourned themſelves on the 3d of Janu- 
ary laſt, they ordered“ 5000 J. to be borrowed 
« on credit of the Houſe, to be laid out for pur- 


« chaſing frefh victuals, and ſuch other neceſſaries 


as they ſhould think expedient, for the uſe of 


* the King's troops at their arrival.” Purſuant to 


the inſtructions ſent from hence by the Secretaries 
of State, | | 
The Governor, and his men, as they are called 
in Penſylvania, who have been watching all oppor 
tunities to compals their deſign upon the aſſembly, 
imagined that the preſent encroachments of the 


French gave them a fair occaſion, of effecting it, 


and therefore, reſolv'd to lay hold ofit, They thought 
by this means either to decoy them out of their right 
of knowing how the public money is diſpoſed of, 
or elſe to force it out of their hands, They apply 
for money to defend the colony: the aſſembly 
readily comply upon terms confiſtent with their 


* See Perfyly. Gaz. 14 Fan, 1755. 
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rights and powers. No; that won't do, ſay the 


party; we have you now in a cloven ſtick : you 


ſhall cither give up your privileges, or be expoſed 
to the ravages of the French; for yau ſhall nei- 
ther defend yourſelves, nor be aſſiſted by any pro- 
vince elſe, on any other terms. The circumſtan- 
ces of this affair, I think, clearly evince that thig 
1s the real ſtate of the caſe. 
The Letter-writer, p. 4. ſays, ** We are now in 
* an alarming ſituation : but we have brought 
<« the evil upon ourſelves.” He might have 
gone farther, and ſaid, . And we are reſolved 
to augment it, unleſs the aſſembly comply with 
* our expectations.“ Although he owns, that 
his party have brought the evil on themſelves, 
which is true enough; yet his modeſty, poor 
gentleman ! will not permit him to let the world 
know in what manner they brought it on them: 
ſelves and the whole province. Well, to fave 
him his bluſhes, I will venture to diſcloſe the ſe- 
cret for him. The preſent encroachments of the 
French had its riſe from a flagrant piece of iniqui- 
ty, in burning the houſes of a great number of 
families, who were ſettled on the Juniatia, a 
branch of Sa/quebanna river; whoſe lands were not 
at the time purchaſed of the Indians by the pro- 
prietor, whatever intentions he might have had 
that way. 
+ This unjuſtifiable proceeding, in the year 1750 
or 51, drove near threeſcore families over to the 


French, then in the neighbourhood of the Ohio, 


where they have continued ever ſince; big with 
reſentment and revenge for ſuch cruel uſage, 
which ſhocked thoſe people whom we call fava- 
ges: a name which more properly belongs to ſuch 
mercileſs jngendiaries, ſome of whom have met 
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with the puniſhment on other occaſions, which 


they had before deſerved on that ſcore. 

This moſt inhuman action, which is cried up 
as a meritorious exploit by the party, was com- 
mitted by the Secretary, and other Magiſtrates 
ſubject to his directions, as appears from his own 
letter to the Governor, by way of journal of his 
proceedings; which on his return in triumph from 
that glorious expedition, was printed at Philagel- 
pbia. This was a copy from Governor B---g's 
new way of ejettment (as it is called in the colonies) 
in North Carolina, which perhaps exceeded the 
original itſelf, Is it to be wondered if ſuch men 
as theſe give up the province to the French, ſoon- 
er than depart from their unwarrantable purſuits, 

We ſhall paſs over what our author ſays on the 
flouriſhing condition of Pen/ylvania, and his wiſe 
reflections on the nature of popular governments, 
as well as fly inſinuations applied to- the Qua- 
kers, that a conſtitution, although extremely pro- 
per at firſt for preſerving liberty and encouraging 
induſtry, may at length, on the alterations of cir- 
cumſtances, prove prejudicial to both: theſe things 
we leave for politicians to conſider. Before we 
proceed to other facts, however, it may be pro- 
per to take notice of what he ſays, in the page 
before cited, with reſpect to the trade of Penſyl- 
vania, That from the port of Philadelphia 
* (only) at leaſt 400 ſail of veſſels clear out an- 
„ nually.” This article requires ſome kind of 
elucidation, which our author, not ſo much thro? 
haſte, as unwillingneſs to enter into particulars, 
has omitted; for that might have led him to re- 
veal certain ſecrets which carry no very favourable 
aſpect, and declare, for inſtance, how many of thoſe 
veſſels go annually with proviſions to the French 
and Spaniards in the Weſt-Indies, and how many 
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contracts and factors were kept there all the laſt 
war? Likewiſe how fix or eight particular perſons 
of the Gov-rnors party claimed an excluſive right 
to that trade? and why, if any body elſe attempt- 
ed the ſame, their veſſels were ſure to be ſeized? 
The Letter writer having inveighed againſt the 
power which the Aſſembly have of managing the 
public money, as a thing attended with very per- 
nicious conſequences ; his next deſign is to make 
it be thought, that this power is a kind of uſur- 
pation, by repreſenting it as having been obtained 
in ſome colluſive and unwarrantable manner. 
This is evidently his meaning, p. 9. where, af- 
ter telling us, that the heirs of the old pro- 


Prietor, after his death in 1723, being at law 


among themſelves about the government and ſoil, 
& Sir William Keith, who was then Governor, 
„falling into the hands of the aſſembly, paſſed a 
* Jaw, giving them the ſole diſpoſal of all pub- 
lic money, in manifeſt contempt of all the in- 
& ſtructions of the proprietary family.“ 

This paragraph would inſinuate to the world, 
that Sir William Keith, without the proprietor's 
direction or knowledge, for a ſum of money given 
him by the aſſembly for that purpoſe, paſſed the 
act he mentions. This is a very charitable re- 
flection on Sir William Keith and the then aſſem- 
bly; but the fact was thus: at the death of Mr. 
William Penn, the old proprietor, as the writer 
calls him, the province of Pen/ylvania was not in 
that rich and flouriſhing condition which it is in 


at preſent, or .has been for ſome years paſt; on . 


the contrary, it was involved in great difficulties, 
and even reduced to a low ebb, being charged 
with a heavy mortgage: in order therefore to 
extricate the proprietors, his heirs, and diſcharge 
the province from that mortgage which was then 

threatened 
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threatened to be forecloſed ; the Quakers, 
reſpected their old proprietor, as he was one of 
their perſuaſion, and to prevent the government 
falling into other hands, unanimouſly joined to 
raiſe the ſums neceſſary for that end, which could 
not be done without paſſing the act in queſtion: 
and had it not been for the 2 exerting 
themſelves upon that emergency, the ſoil and go- 
vernment of that province, in all likelihood, muſt 
have been alienated. But this explanation of the 
matter the oppoſite party are on this occaſion 
willing to forget, though they have been the great - 
eſt benefiters by it. | 

The grievance is, that by this act, the Gover- 
nor, and other provincial officers, cannot have 
as exorbitant ſalaries as they might demand; and 
moſt of them, it is well known, are never fatis- 
fied ; eſpecially when they happen to be ſuch as 
go over to retrieve a broken fortune, which has 
been too often the caſe, both in this and other 
colonies, e 

The complaint is expreſſed in the next para- 
graph, where the writer ſays, The aſſembly 
« aim at rendering all ſucceeding governors de- 
* pendent on them, for that now they annual- 
« ly either vote or withhold the ſalaries of the 
„Governor and all ſuch officers, according as 
they are or are not the creatures of the aſſem- 
« bly. 

Ir is true, that whatever ſums the aſſembly 
vote for the Governor, is a benevolence, and what 
he has no right to demand: but he may expect 
a gratuity according to his behaviour; and if b 
his conduct it appears, that he has the public in- 
tereſt in view, more than his own private, never 
fails of having a good one. Ample proviſion 
likewiſe is otherwiſe made for him, and the reſt 
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of the officers of government. What propor- 
tion does the officers in the appointment of the 
aſſembly, enumerated by the author of the letter, 
bear to thoſe in the appointment of the Governor? 
I will anſwer: not more than ten does to ten 
thouſand, _ What is the authority, profit, and 
honour of the chief juſtices and other judges of 
the ſupreme court ? the judges and magiltrates of 
all the counties and ceurts in the province? the 

othonotaries, attorney-general, rangers, 6c. ? 
Let the balance be ſtruck between the officers in 
the nomination of both parties, and ſee which will 


preponderate. 


The writer next exclaims, p. 10. * That the 
cc aſſembly being poſſeſſed of ſuch unreſtrained 


“ powers and privileges, ſeem quite intoxicated, 
& are factious, contentious, and diſregard the 


& proprietors and their Governors.” This is to 
be underſtood, becauſe they will not diveſt them- 
ſelves of thoſe powers and privileges, which they 
have purchaſed in great part by their wealth, and 
ſurrender them up to their proprietors and their 
deputies, to be treated by them at diſcretion, He 
adds, © Nay, they ſeem even to claim a kind 
c of independency of their mother-country, de- 
ec ſpiſing the orders of the Grown, and refuſing 
& to contribute their quota, either to the general 


« defence of America, or that of their own parti- 


cc cular province.” 
Te latter part of this nivective is a repetition 
of the falſe allegation, refuted before, whereby 


it appears that the charge may be juſtly turned 


upon thoſe of his party; who when the aſſembly 
would have willingly and Jargely contributed for 
the general defence, hindered them from giving, 
by refuling to accept their offers, but on conditi- 
ons injurious to their rights. As for the reſt, the 
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quakers to a man throughout the province, are 
ſo far from og an independency of their 
mother country, or deſpiſing the orders of the 
Crown, that they and every inhabitant in the 
province, fave the party, would be glad to ſee the 
government reaſſumed and in the immediate poſ- 
ſeſſion and appointment of the crown. 

To confirm what he had advanced, with reſ- 

ct to the aſſemblies refuſing to contribute to the 
general defence of the colonies; he charges them 
with ** oppoſing Governour Thomas in railing 
« ſoldiers to ſend againſt the Spaniards in the 
* Weſt Indies, and an abſolute refuſal to contri- 
e bute a farthing for that ſervice.” 

In anſwer to this glaring inſtance, as it is termed 
by the letter writer, it muſt be obſerved firſt, that 
the Crown had made a proviſion for defraying 
the expence in raiſing men for that expedition, 
which rendered the aſſiſtance of the aſſembly in 
that caſe needleſs, Secondly, there was no op- 
poſition given by the aſſembly to Governour 
Thomas or any body elſe in raiſing ſoldiers for 
that ſervice, where the men inliſted were free and 
proper to go upon that duty. The controverſy 
was about the taking indented ſervants and a 
prentices, which muſt be condemned as illegal : 
but ſuch tyranical influence was uſed by the Go- 
vernour's partly at that ume, that the diſtreſſed 
were obliged to ſend to New York, 100 miles 
diſtant, for lawyers to ſet forth their privilege of 
exemption. 

Becauſe the writer does not think a ſingle in- 
ſtance, tho' ſuch a glaring one, ſufficient to prove 
his charge, he endeavours to muſter up a great 
number of inſtances, by telling us“ that ſince 
** that time, during the whole courſe of the late 
war, they have often been called upon by the 

+ g Crown, 


| 
' 
| 
; 
: 
| 
| 


[' 12 1 | 


10 Crown, and by Governour Shirley of the 
« Maſſachuſets, for the expedition againſt Capy 


& Breton &c.” Why this et cetera? Why ſtop 
ſhort at this inſtance ? perhaps he could not find 
that there was any other occaſion during the war, 
for their being called upon, However they were 


called upon often it ſeems, and ſo it matters not 


in his opinion, whether it was upon ſeveral oc- 


caſions or only upon one. It might be ſuppoſed 


alſo from the manner of introducing the charge 
that they never anſwered to any of thoſe calls, 


eſpecially that for Cape Breton which he men- 


tions. 


But here we are baulked a ſecond time, for in- 


ſtead of ſaying they did not anſwer to any of the 
calls, or contribute towards the war, he in effect 


acknowledges that they did anſwer to them all; 
but would have their compliance thought no bet- 


ter than a refuſal, by depreciating the manner of 


doing it. To all which (ſays he) if they haye 
<« at any time contributed, it has been done, in- 
directly, and in a manner ſhameful to that 
« rich province; ſo grudgingly and in ſuch ſmall 


« ſums, as rather io hurt than ſerve the common 
& cate.” ; 
Methinks the writer ſeems much put to his 
ſhifts how to make out a charge upon this head, 
and comes but Jamely off in pretending that their 
contributions rather did hurt than good. 

Hie might be aſked whether they did more 
Burt than good on occaſion of the Canada expedi- 
tion, ſet on foot juſt before the concluſion of the 
laſt peace, when they voted 5000 pounds for the 
raiſing, arming and maintaining a number of 
companies to go on that ſervice, which was three 
times the number furniſhed by Virginia. But this 
and other tranſactions in favour of the Quakers, 


perhaps 
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his lying turn is commonly ſhort ; or elſe he 
thought himſelf not obliged to menticn any mat- 
ter which was not for his purpoſe, Tis true 
their money on this occaſion did no good to the 
public, but rather hurt to themſelves, as the ex- 
pedition perhaps was never deſigned to be put in 
execution; or if it was did not proceed, being 
knocked in the head by the enſuing peace. 
Now methinks their contributing ſo largely 
and freely to this expedition, might have atoned 
with this writer, for their ſeeming backwardneſs 
to advance a ſum towards that of Cape Breton: 
but there was good reaſon for their different be- 
haviour : the Canada expedition was a promiſing 
one, and afforded a very rational proſpect of ſuc- 
ceſs; whereas the latter was looked on in Ame- 
rica as a piece of Don Quixotiſm, and it is faid 
was carried in, the aſſembly of New England by 
no more than one vote. This might well juſtify 
their not contributing at firſt more than moſt of 
the other provinces ; tho? after it was over they 
did contribute. : FAY 

Governour Shirley in a ſpeech, obſeryed 
* that ſcarce ſuch an inſtance is to be found in 
* tuſtory ; and a certain colonel in the expedi- 
tion expreſſed himſelf thus. If the French had 
not given up Louiſburg, we might have en- 
« deavoured to ſtorm. it with the ſame ſucceſs, 


* any one circumſtance, ſays Dr. Douglaſs of 
* Boſton, had taken a wrong turn on our ſide, or 
any one circumſtance had not taken a wrong 
* turn on the French ſide, the expedition mult 
have miſcarried with ſhame to our forces 
* and the people of New England from genera- 
tion to generation, would have curſed the ad- 

| „ viſcrs 


perhaps ſlipt his memory; which with perfons of 


** as the devils might have ſtormed Heaven, If 


—— 
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4c viſers and promoters of this ararcount 
P account abi raſh 


« adventure.“ i | 


When this French American Dunkirk was given 
up, the Engliſh found 600 regular troops in gat- 
riſon, with. about 1300 militia ; the main ditch 
80 foot wide, the ramparts 30 high, mounted 


with above 65 pieces of cannon ; the harbour 
mouth defended by a battery of 30 guns 42 


pounders ; and the ifland battery of as many 28 


pounders: proviſions for 6 months and ammuni- 


tion ſufficient. It was imagined by ſome that this 
place might have been taken by 1500 raw mili- 
tia, and a few armed ſmall craft of New England; 
but Governour Shirley thought 3000 militia and 
two 40 gun men of war much better. Ve 

happily, but unexpectedly, Sir Peter Warren wit 
bis Buden came to their aſſiſtance, beſides other 
men of war, which greatly intimidated the 
French; who imagined we were much ſtronger 


and better prepared for the ſiege of ſuch a for- 


treſs than we were: for our guns were bad, and 
the ſcaling ladders were too ſhort by ten feet; 
ſo that it might well be ſtiled a romantic expedi- 
tion, which ſucceeded with 10,000 to one againſt 


them: it was in this light that the Penſylvanie al- 


ſembly, as well as all judicious people, conſidered it. 

But to proceed, the writer continuing his 
charge, ſays, p. 11. that the Quakers have not 
« been more attentive to the defence of their 


© own particular province, than of his majeſties 


© American dominions in general.” After what 
has been ſaid in the preceding article, perhaps this 
article may be true and yet no reflection on them : 
for if they have contributed as well for the de- 
fence of their own province, as they have for 
that of all in general, I ſhould be apt to think 


they have not done leſs than they ought to wn 
a 


z 


[15] 
and it is likely they would do more for themſelves 
than for others, Ke 9 

In caſe they have not fortified this 8 ſuf- 
ficiently, they have not done. worſe than moſt of 
the other colonies: For want 'of proper defence 
is the general charge to which almoſt all of them 
are liable. I do not fay this as if I thought 
the Quakers excuſable, in caſe they have not taken 
ſuſſicient care for the ſecurity of Penſylvania, be- 
cauſe other provinces have neglected theirs : but 
for that reaſon they ought not to be charged with 
this fault as if it was peculiar to them: and, in- 
deed, if any are excuſable for ſuch a neglect, it 
ſhould be thoſe who make it a point of con- 
ſcience not to bear arms; and, perhaps, was the 

wer in other hands, Penſylvania would lie as 
defenceleſs as it is tepreſented to be in the hands 
of the Quakers; that is, as moſt of the other pro- 
vinces are. ny” 

The letter-writer ſays, they have but one ſmall 
fortiſication' in all Penſylvania; and takes care to 
extol the generoſity of the proprietors, in making 
them a preſent of 12 large cannon, part of the 
26 which they have mounted, and giving the gun- 
ner a falary of 20 l. a year. It doubtleſs was an 
acceptable preſent : but we ſhould not have won- 
dered if they had built the whole fort and beſtow- 
ed all the cannon upon it : For, who would not 
fence and fecure a valuable eſtate, rather than 
leave it open and expoſed to be ravaged, eſpecially 
when it lies in a bad neighbourhood ? this charge, 
therefore, tho” intended againſt the Quaker inha- 
bitants, may. more properly be turned againſt the 
proprietors, He ſays, ** the fort was raiſed-and 
is maintained at the expence of private people.“ 
But he does not mention in what manner, or by 
whom. It may be, for any thing that appears, by 

4 the 
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the very 8 he finds fault with as not havi 
done it. Of the firſtof thoſe two particulars I wil 
ſupply the wilful defect, by explaining in what 
manner it was built. The money raiſed for that 
uſe was by public lotteries: and this is what the 
letter writer calls being built by private people; 


As if it was done by a voluntary ſubſcription of a 


few individuals. So candid and fincere is this 
author in relating his facts. But /ottery, perhaps, 
is one of thoſe terms which he did not care to 
make uſe of, as it might give occaſion to the 
2 on this ſide the water, to ſee that while he is 
laming the Quakers for ſome acts of omiſſion, 
there are pg in Penſylvania who make no ſeru- 
ple of acting in open defiance of poſitive laws of 


the country, For there is one there particularly 


againſt public lotteries : {6 that this fort, however 
neceſſary for the defence of the colony, was erec- 
ted in an illegal manner, which no friend of li- 
berty can approve of. But this was done by the 
governor's men, and that is ſufficient. The ma; 
nagers of the lotteries have ſome thouſands yet in 
_ hands unapplied, ariſing from that ſame 
_ 

© To ſet forth the defenceleſs ſtate of the coun- 
try for want of forts 'by an inſtance, the writer 

tells us, * that in the laſt war, one of the Spaniſh 

« privateers came up the Delaware within a few 

« miles of Philadelphia.” Now he could not, 

perhaps, have pitched on a more improper. in- 

ſtance than this: for (1) from New York all the 

way to South Carolina there are no fortifications 

along the coaſts ; ſo that the Penſylvanians i in this 
reſpect are not more blameable than their ſouthern 
neighbours, (2) the reflection falls on Yet Jerſey 
as much as on Penſylvania, as lying on one {ide 
of the river, and therefore equally Ln to 
ecure 
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ſecure the entrance of the river againſt an ene- 


my. (3) Pbiladeiphia lies 150 miles from the 
ſea, and the river is of very difficult navigation, 
eſpecially for veſſels of 2 or 300 tans ; heſides 
791 large that the whole armada of Spain might 
baye run up and returned again, unmqſeſted, pro- 
vided they aſcended no farther than the ptivateer 
did : a what but a naval force could hurt then 
in any open bay, near 20 miles wide 

So that in effect chis is the part of the whole 
province, with reſpect to which leaſt danger is to 
be apprehended. If he had brought an inſtance 
of an/invaſion by land, it might have been ſame- 
thing to the purpoſe z and, indeed, not many 
years ago there did happen a very terrible one in 
the weſtern borders of the province, on the Ju- 
niatia branch of Suſquehanna river, where the ſet- 
tlements of above 60 poor families were deſtroyed 
by fire, and themſelves reduced to the utmoſt di- 
ſtreſs, This was not only a glaring but a, flagrant 


inſtance; however, one of this kind would not 


have ſerved his turn: for the conflagration was 
not the act of an enemy, but ef the governor or 
bis party; an act not leſs illegal, and intinitoly 
more deteſtable than that of the lottery. 

I fay again I would not be underſtood as if 
I excuſed the neglect oſ fortifications, or thought 
them needleſs : on the contrary I am of opinion, 


that they are very neceſſary for ſecurity of the co- 
lonies; and that forts ovght to be built all along 


their coaſts, as well as borders, in the places moſt 
expoled to the invaſion of an enemy, either by 
ſea or land. And altno' a ſingle privateer in ſuch 
a river as this might tind much difficulty as well as 
run much hazard in landing; yet in caſe a deſperate 
crew of fellows ſhould land, and venture up into the 
country, they might * very conſiderable damage 


— 
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3 the inhabitants; a fort therefore in the narrow. 
ok the river would be very convenient. It 
.woeld likewiſe be proper on ſuch alarms for the 
people to ſhew a proper zeal for defence of their 
country, and ſpirit againſt the invaders : But the 
aſſociation, which the author tells us was formed 
on this occaſion was a vain oſtentatious piece of 
parade, ſet on foot by the few to intimidate the 
people, and awe them at the enſuing election to 
chuſe them. Beſides, the proprietors themſelves,'tis 
ſaid, when informed of ir, thought it a very un- 
warrantable procedure, What more need be ſaid 
to juſtify the behaviour of the Quakers, who con- 
ſidered it in no better a light than the proprietors? 

But it 1s the buſineſs of the letter-writer to 
condemn the Quakers in every thing, and to mil- 
repreſent the facts well known in America, in or- 
der to blacken them here: Of which we are come 
to give the reader an inſtance, or to ule his phraſe 

a glaring inſtance, from the ſame page. There 

he tells the public, * that the pr K of Pen- 
Hlvania ſive years ago propofed to the aſſem- 
« bly, that if they would give money for build. 
ing a ſtrong houſe on the Olio, they would 
contribute any reaſonable proportion to the 
80 building and ſupport of it: but this propoſal, 
continues the author, was rejected with ſcorn, 
* merely, perhaps, becauſe it came from the pro- 
„ prietors : nor was it ſo much as thought wor- 
« thy of a place in their minutes. Altho? it is 
* clear, concludes he, that if it had been compli- 
« ed with, the French had not been fortified in 
„ the ſame river as they now are.' 

This charge with regard to the Ohio, which, if 
as the writer has repreſented it, would have af- 
forded matter itſelf for a pamphlet, in the hands 
of a parſon or parſons, who knows ſo well how to 
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improve the moſt diſtant hint, is thrown by him 
into a note, as an article which required no far- 
ther notice; altho' if the encroachments of the 
French on the Obio wree really owing to their re- 
jection of the proprietors propoſal for erecting a 
ſtrong houſe there, I know not any thing in his 
whole pamphlet which deſerved his expatiation 
more, or would have gone ſo far to render the 
Quakers obnoxious to the government of Great 
Britain. But preparatory. to what we ſhall ſay 
on this head, the reader is deſired to take notice 


that he does not ſay the proprietors had any right 
to make ſuch a propoſal, either by having ,pur- 


chaſed the lands of the natives for building ſuch 
a ſtrong houſe upon; or by having obtained a 
grant or licenſe of them for ſo doing. This it was 
abſolutely neceſſary for him to have done, in order 
to fix the heinous offence, which he lays to the 
charge of the Quakers, as the cauſe of the preſent 
bad ſtate of our affairs in America, as well as the 
trouble which we are involved in here on that ac- 
count, and this the public may be ſure he would 
have done had it been in his power; or at leaſt 
would have ventured to aſſert, if he could have 
had the leaſt hopes of not being detected. But 
the caſe is ſo well known to be otherwiſe, that he 
durſt not go too far -on this head, The true 
cauſe of the French encroachment on the Ohio is 
as follows: Hen 15 B N | 

One George Craghan an Iriſh papiſt, as an Indian 
trader, was frequently employed by the govern- 
ment of Penſylvania to carry preſents to the Indi- 
ens living on or about the Obio, and to bring their 
anſwers back. About the year 1750, he ſent a let- 
ter to the aſſembly of Penſylvania then ſitting, to 
inform them, that the Indians on the Ohio, and in 
that neighbourhood, had invited the  Engli/h to 

">: build 
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build a ſtrong houſe for the protection of theit 
traders, The aſſembly taking the matter into 
conſideration, thought it very extraordinary that 
the Indians ſhould now deſire a thing to be done 
which they had always, and but juſt before, ſo 
warmly oppoſed and denied: To be beiter in- 
formed, and know if it was not a defjgn in 
Crag ban to impoſe upon them, tho' earneſtly re- 
commended by the governor in his fpeech to 
them, they ſent for Conrad Weiſer the provincial 
interpreter, and one of the council of the fix na- 
tions, to know his ſentiments. Weiſer acquainted 
them, that the Indians had heard the Engiib 
« were forming ſuch a ſcheme, and therefore 
gave him in charge to let them know they 
© muſt make no ſuch attempt, for that the na- 
tives were determined not to permit or ſuffer 
% any ſuch thing as a ſtrong houſe to be built on 
<« their lands.” Cragban being thus detected in 
a vile attempt to im the aſſe „ who 
had often — —— — in or- 
der to diſculpate himſelf, ſent a letter to the 
ſpeaker, which was written to him by the go- 
vernor for that purpoſe: but the governor de- 
nied, or in ſome meaſure excuſed it; and his 
tool Craghan fell a ſacrifice to the aſſembly's re- 
ſentment. He has never ſince dared to come 
within 100 miles of Philadelphia. Having quitted 
Penſylvania, he went and offered his ſervice to the 
Ohio company in Virginia: but they rejected it; 
upon which he croſſed over the mountains, and 
now lives at Logftown or at Aughwik, doing all the 
mifchief he can in revenge, by influencing the 
Indians and French againſt the Engliſh, This 
whole affair appears at large upon the journal and 
in the votes of the aſſembly of Penhlvania. It 
is well worth the notice of the curious: but as 

an 
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„ 
an account has been already publiſhed of it, in the 
fate of the Britiſh and French colonies in North A- 
merica, &c. we ſhall refer the reader to that trea- 
tiſe, only obſerving that the author has been miſin- 
formed, where he ſays, on the Governor's pro- 


« poſal to build a fort on the Obio, the aſſembly 
« yoted 10,000 /.” whereas they diſcovered the 
impoſition in time, by their ſagacity, and rejected 
it, as hath been ſet forth above, | 

From hence therefore it plainly appears, that 
the proprietors had neither purchaſed any land for 
building a ſtrong houſe, nor obtained any licence 


from the Indians for that purpoſe : conſequently ' 


that the aſſembly were in the right to reject the 
propoſal ; and they did not reject it, as the letter 
writer would inſinuate, merely ſe it came from 
the proprietors. It likewiſe appears, that if they did 
not regiſter the propoſal of the proprietors, they 
gave a place in their minutes to ſignify that the 
propoſal was an impoſition, on them; therefore 
their refuſal was not the cauſe of the French being 
now fortified on the Obo. On the contrary it is 


evident that their invaſion is more likely to be ow= 


ing to the attempt of his party to impoſe upon the 
aſſembly, and build a fort on that river, without 
the conſent of the Indians; and this is demonſtra- 


ble from the event. For the Virginians, by pur- 


ſuing the ſame unfair and precipitate ſcheme, loſt 
both the country, and the affections of the Indians, 


who went over to the French on that occaſion, if 


they did not in reality call them in. 

If therefore the French have invaded the pro- 
vince of Penſylvania, and built three forts, as he 
ſays, within the limits of it, who are to blame, but 
his party and the Virginians ? TheFrench have been 
brought down upon the province by thoſe who 
broached and purſued the project; not by the 
Quakers, who rejected it when they found it an 
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5 
unjuſt, fraudulent, and dangerous undertaking, as 
it turns out to be. | | 
For the ſame reaſon therefore, the Quakers 


may have ſome reaſon to expect, that ſince the 


Virginians have brought an enemy upon their 
backs, the Virginians ought to be at the whole ex- 
pence of driving them off again. If the juſt mea- 
ſures which the aſſembly of Penſylvania took, had 
been obſerved in their ſiſter colony, none of the 
preſent calamity could have happened to them: 
and it ſeems very hard that they ſhould be at the 
expence of repelling the danger which their neigh- 
bours have brought upon them. This might have 
excuſed them in good meaſure if they had been a 
little backward to contribute on this accaſion : But 
this ſhameleſs writer has the confidence,” not only 
to charge them with the crime which his own par- 
ty was guilty of; but alſo with refuſing to grant 
money for their defence, although they aQtually 
did grant 1t, and the ſame party would not accept 
it, without they alſo gave up their privileges, 
Thus they are not content with bringing the ene. 
my upon their province, but at the ſame time 


would act the enemy within, by ſtripping them of 


their other rights. 

The writer ſays indeed, that the other enemy 
alſo is in the province: if ſo, the poor Quakers 
have gotten two enemies within their borders, one 
a foreign, the other an inteſtine enemy z which 
laſt perhaps they are in moſt danger from. But 
if a body ſhould deny that the French have erected 
three or any fort within their limits; I apprehend 
the letter writer, and his conſtituents would be hard 
put to it to prove what they aſſert, as they have 
neither had any aſtronomical obſervations made to 


aſcertain the place, or places, to which the weſtern 


bounds of Penſylvania may extend; nor have yet 
even 
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even ſo much as run a line, with a view to deter? 
mine the matter. Methinks the proprietors ought 
long ago to have had the lands granted them accu- 
rately ſurvey'd, and their limits, both as to latitude 
and longitude, preciſely determined; for nothing 
elſe can do it unexceptionably. However the 
writer, to make the charge appear the heavier, 
ventures to declare what he cannot poſſibly know ; 
and that in contradiction to what he does know, 
namely, that the Virginians claim the country of 
the Olio, where the French have encroached, as 
belonging to their province, and that their invaſion 
is, in Great Britain, called an invaſion of the ter- 
ricories of Virginia. He does fo, in effect, himſelf, 
p. 13 and 18. er 

After all, ſuppoſing the French forts were with- 
in the limits of the province, or rather on this ſide 
of a line drawn 5 degrees weſt of Delaware river; 
I would aſk what right have the proprietors to the 
lands on which thole forts are ſituated ? have they 
bought them of the Indians? for nothing elſe can 
give them a right to them, even though they were 
actually within Penſylvania; and if they have not 
bought them, may not the neglect be conſidered as 
an abuſe of royal bounty? Had that been done, 
and proper encouragement given, thoſe lands 
might have been ſettled before now; and conſe- 
quently might have been ſecure againſt the at- 
tempts of an enemy. For then they might have 
built forts, without giving offence to the Indians, | 
who, in caſe of an invaſion from the French, 
would readily have aſſiſted to repell them. But 
this opportunity is now loſt, perhaps, beyond a re- 
medy ; for ſhould the French be driven out again, 
the Indians ſeem determined not to ſell them any 
more; as from the inſincere proceeding of the Eug- 
M of other colonies, they. are become ſuſpicious ' 
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of their having a deſign to ſeize their W 
force, - 
Beſides, ſhould they be inclined to {el them 
any more lands, they would doubtleſs hold them 
up at ſuch a rate, that the proprietors would not 
care to purchaſe : for they have learned how, ex. 
travagantly dear the proprietors ſell the land which, 
they bought of them for triſles; and therefore. 
ſeem reſolved no longer to part with them, for 
what, as they phraſe it, will run through their guts 
before they get home, 

- The nile which ole in Penſylvania, inſtead 


of making a conſiderable purchaſc at once, and on 


the frontiers, in order to fortify the province, was 
to buy a ſmall tract at a time; and after the pro- 
prietor and his officers had culled them in order to 


jobb, and parcel out at an extravagant rate, then 


the reſt was ſold occaſionally by the proprietar's, 
_ officers, to the higheſt bidder, for his ſole benefit 


and advantage. The lands fo bought were to be 
ſettled before the proprietors would purchaſe any 
more. Nor was it poſſible, under ſuch reſtrictions, 
to ſettle the colony ſo faſt as otherwiſe it might 
have been; for there is a poſitive law in force 
which prohibits every perſon to purchaſe from the 
Indians: the preference by ſuch law being given 


to the proprietor, of whom every individual is ob- 
liged to purchaſe, as that law is conſtrued by the 


officers of the proprietors, and courts of juſtice of 
their own conſtitution. 

Was it not for that obſtacle, the greater part of 
Penſylvania, and particularly the weſtern part of it, 
would have been ſettled long ago, and a frontier 
formed too ſtrong for the French to force, What 
is very extraordinary with regard to the proprietary 
purchaſes, although they were made for bis own 


private benefit, ya 2965 were chiefly paid 8 dd | 


[ 2s ] | 

the aſſembly, out of the public money; a thing 
which they have long complained of, and reluc- 
tantly comply'd with. bes vil no 
Upon the whole, I think it may be a proper 
queſtion to aſk the author, or authors, of the let: 
ter, why ought not the proprietor to contribute; to 
the defence of the province as well as the affem- 
bly ? ſince they claim the right and profit of the 
lands within it, and have little leis than three 
fourths of the whole in their poſſeſſion, ought they 
not, in that caſe, as ſtanding in place of the Crown, 
to defend them and his people; or at leaſt con- 
tribute to their defence? but although he draws 
ſo many thouſands a year out of the province, it 
does not appear that he ever contributed any thing 
either to the defence of the colonies, or even that 
of his own, excepting the old guns. If he had, his 
party would have proclaimed. it, with a noiſe as 


make. 


* preſumed that, as ſoon as war is declared, the 
French will take poſſeſſion of the whole pro- 
* vince; ſince they may really be ſaid to have 
* ſtronger footing in it than we,” He muſt here 
be ſuppoſed to ſpeak of the ſuperior footing of the 
external enemy, the French, to that of the internal 
enemy, his own party; for he could hardly be fa 
ridiculous as to mean that the French, with their 
three forts (ſuppoſing them to be ſituated within 
the borders of Penfylvania) had a ſtronger footing 
in the province than the inhabitants, who are ac- 
tually poſſeſſed of the body of it, to the amount, 
as he confeſſes before, of 220,000. However that 
be, he is comforted to think . that the Virginians 
have taken the alarm, and called on them for 
* aſſiliance,” He is all of a ſudden reconciled, it 
ſeems, 
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ſeems, with his brethren of Virginia, and ready to 
aſſiſt them; although they not only helped to bring 
on the the danger he ſpeaks of, but not long be- 
fore gave his party as terrible an alarm as the 
French have done, nay a much greater one in all 
probability. For the French may be ſaid to have 
deprived them of little more land than their forts 
are built on, and their cannon can command; but 
the Virginians, before their coming, had ſurrepti- 
tiouſly deprived them of a great deal more, as they 
conceived, from the erection of the Ohio company, 
And although this writer ſtifles the matter, he ve- 
ry well knows that to revenge the injury, thoſe of 
his party gave the firſt intimation to the Indians of 
that grant, and inflamed them againſt the Virgini- 


ans; whom, on that account, they tiled falſe bre- 


thren, and branded with the moſt opprobrious 
We are now come to the writer's two queſtions; 


The firſt of which is, Why are our aſſemblies 


« apainſt defending a country in which their own 
« fortunes and eſtates lie, if it is really in dan- 
CC ger 2”? | f 
Before the writer put this queſtion, he ought to 
have proved that the aſſemblies are againſt defend- 
ing their country. But he himſelf hath ſhewnthat 
they are not againſt defending it, by acknowledg- 


ing that they have offered to advance money, not 


only for defence of their own province, but alſo 
for that of other provinces. Nay his ſecond quel- 
tion is a contradiction of the firſt, as it confeſſea 
that they have offered money for the King's uſe, 
but the Governor and his party will not accept of 
it. Therefore the only proper queſtion ſhould 
have been, Why will he not accept of the money: 


which is the ſecond queſtion. 
| But 
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But before we proceed to it, we ſhall examine 
the wiſe reaſons he aſſigns why perſons at a diſtance 
might imagine the Quakers are indifferent whe- 
ther or not the French ſhall make themſelves mal- 
ters of Pen/ylvanta. 

His firſt reaſon is the continued refuſal of the 
aſſemblies to defend the province: which is no 
more than the queſtion reduced to an aſſertion, 
which we have already proved to be a falſehood 
out of his own mouth. And as, by his own con- 
feſſion, they have offered to advance money to 
defend the province; it follows, in effect, from 
his own confeſſion, that they are not indifferent 
whether or not the French ſhall make themſelves 
maſters of Penhlvania. On the other hand, as 
he likewiſe acknowledges that the Governor and 
his party would not accept of the money ſo offer- 
ed by them ; it follows, from the ſame way of rea- 
ſoning, that the Governor and his party are in- 
different whether the French ſhall make them- 
ſelves maſters of it. If the queſtion was put, 
who are moſt againſt defending the province, they 
who offer to advance money for that purpoſe, or 
they who refuſe to accept of it, would not every 
body ſay the latter? ee | 

Methinks this ſuggeſtion, that the Quakers are 
againſt defending their own country, comes with 
a very bad grace from perſons, who at the ſame 
time find them ſo tenacious of their rights. If 
they are ſo unwilling to give up their privileges 
to thoſe of his party, is it to be imagined that 
they would readily ſurrender both thoſe and their 
country alſo to the French? No they don't intend 
to part with either, they would willingly defend 
both: but becauſe they will defend one, his party 
will not permit them to defend the other. * 

. E 
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The Quakers are ſenſible that the provinee is 
m danger from the French, as appears from their 
meſſages tothe Governor inthe Penſyluania Gazette: 
but they are ſatisfied that it is not in fo great danger 
as the party would make them believe; for which 


end to terrify them into a compliance, they have 


raiſed many falſe reports: but that of the 6000 men 
being landed one day at Quebeł without ſhips, 
and tranſported the next to the Ohio without be- 
ing ſeen or heard by any body, has quite ruined 
their credit, and proved them no conjurer s. 
His ſecond reaſon is the extraordinary indul. 
gence and privileges granted to Papiſts in this 
government; privileges, ſaith he, plainly repug - 
nant to all our political intereſts, conſidered as a 
Proteſtant colony, bordering on the French. 
The fact is ſo far true, that the Papiſts have 
an equal privilege with thoſe of other religions, 


But what he would ſuggeſt on the occaſion is. 


falſe, as if the preſent generality of Quakers, 
inhabiting Pen/ylvania, had out of their great love 
and affection tor Papiſts, granted them thoſe ex- 
traordinary indulgences and privileges; whereas 
it was done by the father of the preſent proprie« 
tors, who therefore muſt be affected by this 
ſtigma, if it be one, and not the aſſemblies, who 
have paſſed no toleration act in favour of Papilts, 

It may be proper therefore to clear up this 
point, The original charter or grant from Kang 
Charles IId. to William Pen eſq; bearing date the 
rgth March 1681, gives to the proprietor a pow» 


er to make by-laws. In conſequence of ſuch 


power, the 28th of October 1701, he granted a 
charter to the inhabitants, wherein is included 


the following clauſe, viz. + I do hereby grant 
and declare that no perſon or perſons inhabiting 


jn this province or territories, who ſhall - 
6 fes 
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«© feſs and acknowledge one Almighty God, &c. 
« ſhall be in any caſe moleſted or prejudiced in 
« his or their perſon or eſtate, becauſe of his 
« or their conſcientious perſuaſion or practi- 
« ces, & * 1 2 

In the firſt place, the public ſees that the pre- 
ſent body of Quakers have done nothing in this 
caſe of their own voluntary motion; and if they 
have ſtrictly conformed to the tenor of the char- 
ter in allowing the liberty which is granted by it, 
methinks 1t 1s a very great article in their favour, 
as it ſhews that they have not abuſed their power ; 
and this is a ſtrong reaſon for believing that they 
will not abuſe it, and an inſtance of moderation, 
as well as fidelity to the truſt repoſed in them, 
which cannot be produced by moſt of the neigh- 
bouring colonies ; who have perſecuted their fel- 
low Proteſtants, and even put ſome Quakers to 
death for obeying the dictates of conſcience, © 
How far the father of this colony was in the 
right for granting ſuch an extenſive liberty of 
conſcience to all religions without diſtinction or 
reſtriction, I will not poſitively ſay; but I dare 
yenture to affirm that he did it from no bad mo- 
tive. He doubtleſs conſidered thoſe evil doctrines 
in the Romiſh church, which are inconſiſtent 
with humanity and ſubverſive of the rights and 
liberties of mankind, as no parts of religion, or 
matters of conſcience z any more than robbery or 
murder, which fall under the cognizance of the 
civil magiſtrate, with whom ſuch pleas would not 
be admitted. It may be likewiſe conſidered that 
every religion contains doctrines which more or 
leſs tend to the prejudice or deſtruction of all 
other religions; and therefore thought, if he ex- 
cepted one religion, he muſt injuſtice except more: 
aho' it muſt be confeſſed that Popery exceeds 


by 
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by many degrees all other religions now on eatth 
in thoſe principles, which ſeem not intitled to to- 
eration. But as I am a zealous advocate for li- 
berty, and think it cannot be ſupported but on 
general principles, I ſhould be for excluding no 
people from liberty of conſcience or their civil 
rights, who ſhould formally diſclaim and re- 
nounce all ſuch tenets as ſeemed inconſiſtent with 
the ſafety of government or good of ſociety ; 
which for that purpoſe ſhould be picked out of 
their ſeveral ſyſtems and made a teſt. 

After having ſuggeſted againft the aſſembly 
that they ated in favour of Papiſts, he ſubjoins 
a kind of draw-back to ſhew his great modera- 
tion in favour of the generality of Quaker, 
& Altho' this, faith he, might be inſinuated, 
« yet from obſervation I have reaſon to believe, 
« that moſt of the Quakers without doors are 


ce really againſt defence from conſcience and their 


« religious tenets ; but for thoſe within doors, I 
& cannot but aſcribe their conduct rather to inte- 
& reſt than conſcience.” ee 
This writer imagines that his ſeemingly cha- 
ritable opinion for the many would make his ſug- 
geſtions have the mere credit and weight with the 
reader againſt the few, But he did not conſider 
what a blunder his hypocriſy has led him into; 
for can it without an abſurdity be preſumed, that 
the conſcientious many, without doors, would make 
choiſe of the few, who have no conſcience, to 
repreſent them within ? Be that as it will, Go- 
vernour Morris himſelf has in direct terms de- 
clared himſelf of a contrary opinion in his meſ- 
ſage to the aſſembly of the 18th of December, 
[lee Penſy!. Gaz. the 26th of December] where he 
ſays, © he is convinced they act from upright 


« motives, and what they eſteem to be the true 
« jnterclt 
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« intereſt of the province.” Need I aſk the 
public which of the two they will believe, the 
governour or the letter writer? who, it appears 
from this fingle inſtance, deſerves no credit in 
any thing which he affirms or ſuggeſts. 

The writer next - undertakes to enter into the 
views of the aſſembly in not complying with the 
deſigns of his party: Our affembly apprehend, 
« ſays he, that as ſoon as they agree to give ſuffi- 
« cient ſums for the regular defence of the coun- 
« try, it would ſtrike at the root of all their 
« power as Quakers, by making a militia-law 
« needful.” If they do fo apprehend, they ap- 
prehend rightly : Such a law, eſpecially ſuch a 
one as the party aim at, would certainly produce 
the effects which he mentions ; and be the direct 
means of enſlaving and depopulating the country. 
The importation of Germans and other foreigners, 
ſo much exclaimed againſt by this writer and his 
principals, has been the chief means of bringing 
the province of Penſylvania into that flouriſhing 
condition, which it now enjoys; the greateſt if 
not the ſole motive for their preferring that colony 
to all others on the continent for ſettling in, was 
the privileges now complained of, the principal 
of which with them is that of their affirmation 
being admitted inſtead of an oath. If the inha- 
bitants were deprived of theſe privileges, its 
flouriſhing days would be at an end; few of thoſe 
foreigners would paſs over to ſettle there: and 
numbers of thoſe who are there now would re- 
move to other countries. The Quakers them- 
ſelyes would be forced to abandon their poſſeſ- 
lions; for the party's view in obtaining ſuch a law 
would be to make it the inſtrument of their re- 

venge, 
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venge, and oblige them to ſerve perionally.; in 
wars. 

If a militia law was to be eſtabliſhed j in Pe- 
ſytvaaia unleſs it was managed better than it is in 
other provinces, this colony had better be with- 
out it. In moſt of the others there is ſcarce vy 
militia, and what there is of ſuch is of very 
little or no ſervice, They are drawn out by their 
officers when they want to make a ſhow and diſ- 
play their addreſs in military diverſions : but the 
men get little by it but loſs of time and a habit 
of idleneſs and drinking, ſo that theſe reviews 
or exerciſes do more hurt to induſtry, than ſer- 
vice to the public ſecurity, As every. American 
is a good. markſman, has a gun, and other arms, 
*tis thought by many that they will fight better 
if left as they are without that ſort of training; 
and all would be ready enough to defend their 
property. 

But why are the Quakers blamed for. not hay- 
ing a militia law? did they ever refuſe to paſs 
one? does the Governour expect that the aſſem- 
bly will of their own accord propoſe a bill of that 
kind? why does not he get the attorney general 
to draw one up in a proper manner ſuitable to 
the principles of the people whom they are to ap- 
ply to, and fee if the aſſembly will not accept 
of it? 

We come now to the ſecond queſtion of the 
letter writer. Why have not the ſeveral ſums 
e been accepted, which they have offered for the 


«+ King's uſe.” Here it is acknowledged, as be- 


fore obſerved, that the Quakers have offered ſeve- 
ral ſums for the King's ſervice : but it ſeems theſe 
never could be accepted; becauſe while they have 
the aforeſaid apprehenſions from a militia-law, 


it muſt be repugnant to their intereſt ever to 
« offer 
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« offer money for this purpoſe, unleſs in ſuch a 
« manner as they know to be inconſiſtent with 
« the duty of a governour to pals their bill into a 
« Jaw,” | 
Now ſuppoſing they did know it to be inconſiſt- 
ent with the Governour's duty, by his inſtructions, 
to paſs their bill into a law after the manner they 
would have it paſs; that can be no reaſon why 
they ought to offer it in a manner agreeable to 
the Governour, in cafe that manner which would 
be agreeable to him, be às prejudicial to their 
rights (he allows it would be ſo to their intereſt) as 
the manner which they have offered it in is re- 
pugnant to his inſtructions. They plead a right 
by charter from the Crown, to certain privileges 
relating to the manner of raiſing as well as diſ- 
poſing of the publiè money; and the Governour 
will not paſs any of their money bills unleſs they 
give up that right, Here is a conteſt of inſtruc- 
tions, (and which appear to be only thoſe of the 
proprietors) againſt charter right, © Which ought 
to give way ? ſurely the inſtructions, otherwiſe 
what will become of private property ? who 
would be ſecure in his poſſeſiions it a landlord 
could at his will and pleaſure break the covenants 
which he makes with his tenants? what in that 
cale would deeds or leaſes ſignify ? But if a land- 
lord cannot at pleaſure make void his own con- 
tract, how ſhould his inſtructions to his ſteward 
or deputy operate againſt that of the crown ? 
muſt it not be the higheſt preſumption to attempt 
it? will not the King ſupport his own charter, 
and puniſh any perſon who ſhould offer to invade 
or controll it? beſides a proprietor ought to be 
the more cautious how he proceeds in ſuch a caſe, 
and conſider that on the ſame principle by which. 
Gn D he 
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he would ſtrip his tenants of their right, he him- 
ſelf might be ſtript of his own. Be that as it 
will, methinks he would run a great hazard 
of being ſtript of it, if it appeared that ſums 


offered for the King's ſervice can never be accepted 


of by his deputy governors, unleſs their own 


ends are ſerved. 
The writer comes now, p. 18, to give an ac- 


count of what had paſſed between the governour 


and the aſſembly for the laſt two or three years, 
relating to their offer of moncy for the King's 
ſervice on one ſide, and the reaſon for not ac- 
cepting it on the other; and it is certain that a 
full and impartial ſtate of this tranſaction was the 
moſt proper way of laying the conduct of both 
parties before the public, and enabling them to 
form a judgment who were in the right and who 
in the wrong : but ſuch a ſtate of the caſe would 
not ſerve the writer's purpoſe, which is to blacken, 
and even criminate the Quakers ; and therefore 
he hath thought fit to ſtate it neither fully nor 
fairly. | 

However we ſhall endeavour to ſupply ſome 
of his wilful imperfections, as well as correct 
ſome of his wilful miſtakes, from more credible 
and authentic evidence than his own, 
In the ſame page he tells us that“ Mr, Ha- 
& millon, on receiving an account that the French 
had driven the Virginians from their fort, again 
& called the aſſembly and conjured them to obey 
« his Majeſty's orders. He at the ſame time let 
them know that altho? his inſtructions reſtrained 
te him from, paſſing any paper money at all with- 


out a ſuſpending clauſe, yet in the preſent 


&« preſſing emergency he would riſk it, provi- 
&« ded they would vote handſomely and fink it 
de within the time preſcribed, by act of parlia- 

| | | « ment 
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« ment in the caſe of New England: then and 
« not till then, continues the writer, they voted 
« 10,0001. for his Majeſty's ufe, redeemable by, 
« the exciſe in twelve years, for which time the 
« bills were to be ſunk annually in equal propor- 
« tions.“ | 123 

The reaſons aſſigned for the Governour's not 
paſſing this bill, are (1) that it would be giving the 
Government out of his hands and rendering him- 
ſelf and ſucceſſors unneceſſaty in the adminiſtra- 
ration for 12 years, 

(2) That as the exciſe would amount iri that 
time to 45, 000 J. it would ſtill more increaſe their 
own power and enable them to abridge the Go- 
vernor's by putting 35,000). (the ſurplus when the 
10,0007. was paid) into their hands. For theſe 
« reaſons ſays the letter, and confidering alſo that 
« the money was to continue 7 years longer than 
« the act of parliament allows, the Governour 
ci refuſed his aſſent z upon which they adjourned ; 
« altho* continues the writer, they knew very 
« well before they propoſed the bill that he could 
e not give his aſſent, without incurring his ma- 
« jeſty's higheſt diſpleaſure.” 

Here in the cloſe great ſtreſs 1s laid on this cir- 
cumſtance, as if the Governour's chief motive for 
refuſing his aſſent was the danger of incurring the 
King's diſpleaſure ; but, from the manner of re- 
lating this paſſage, hat appears to have been the 
leaſt of his concern: for the true motives were 
thoſe which affected the Governour himſelf, as 
contained in the two firſt reaſons: That of the 
money continuing 7 years longer than the act of 
parliament allows, is only brought. in in the laſt 
place, and as it were by-the-by, as a matter of leſs 
moment, with a conſidering alſo. 
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To render our anſwer to this objection more 
intelligible to the reader, I muſt previouſly obſerve 
certain matters antecedent to this tranſaction. 

The province of Penſylvania ſtanding in need 
of a paper currency to ſupply the want of real 
money, to circulate in the province; the aſſem- 
bly in the year 1739 applied to their Governour 
Colonel Thomas, at preſent governour of the 
Leward iſlands, to paſs a bill for eſtabliſhing a 
fund of 80,000 J. in paper money for the conve- 
niency of the inhabitants of the province in car. 
rying on their trade and buſineſs among them- 
ſelves. While this bill lay before him, in order'to 
enforce an act of the 6th of Queen Ann, for re- 
gulating the coins in the plantations of America, 
the lords juſtices of England ſent him an inſtructi- 
on, requiring him or the commander in chief for 
the time being, not to paſs any act whereby bills 
of credit ſhould be iſſued in lieu of money with- 
out a clauſe to ſuſpend the execution of it till the 
pleaſure of the crown ſhould be known.“ But 
it appearing to Governour Thomas that the crown 
had by charter, granted full powers ts the people 


for paſſing all Iaws whatever they ſhould judge fit 


for the benefit of the colony; and alſo that the 
paper currency which they applied for, was not 
only uſeful but neceſſary, he the x3th of May 
1730 gave his aſſent to their bill, which being 
recommended to the Crown by the board of trade, i 
received the Royal ſanction on the 12th of May 
1740. T Afterwards in 1746, the ſame Gover- 
nor gave his aſſent to another bill, granting 
50001. for the King's uſe, to be funk on the ex- 


cife in 10 years, without a ſuſpending clauſe ; 


® Penſyl. Gaz. 26th of Dec. Aſſemb. meſſ. 20th of Dec. 
+ Ibid. 14th of Jar, Aﬀemb. meſſ. 10th of Jan. 
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notwithſtanding the inſtructions which he had re- 
ceived as aforeſaid, | 

Since the 80,000], was eſtabliſhed, the in- 
creaſe of people in Penſylvania has been fo conſi- 
derable that it requires a much greater quantity to 
ſupply their occaſions z for this reaſon in offering 
10,0001, for the King's uſe, the aſſembly propo- 


ſed an additional ſum of paper money to be added 


to their preſent ſtock, 
Altho' the inſtructions to Colonel Thomas being 
directed to him, or to the Commander in chief for the 
time being, ſeemed equally to affect Mr. Hamilton, yet 
he made no ſcruple after his predeceſſor's example 
to paſs the bill without a ſuſpending clauſe : But as 
not long before an act of parliament had paſſed in 
England for reſtraining the four provinces of 
New England from emitting paper currency, ex- 
cepting in caſes of extremity, and limited the 
term of ſuch emiſſion to 5 years, he either 
thought it proper, or elſe took upon him, to make 
it a rule in Pen/yſvania ; and on the aſſembly's nor 
ſubmitting to what they looked on as an innova- 
tion and infringement of their charter rights, he 
refuſed to paſs the bill. by 

Now let any perſon who has the leaſt tincture 
of impartiality, judge in the caſe, who was to 


blame the Governor or the Aſſembly : the aſ- 


ſembly have a charter and privileges in their fa- 
vour, which no friend to liberty and property 


can blame them to defend. The Governor on his 


part had apparently nothing to juſtify his not 
paſſing their bill. The act of parliament which 


| he went upon related folely to New England; 


and conſequently can affect or bind Penſylvania 
no more than Canada. Nor had he ſo much as a 
direct inſtruction from the Crown (I don't ſay 
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that he had not one from the proprietors) to ref. 
train him from paſſing the bill. 

Of the two authorities which he alledged the 
general inſtruction of the Crown to Governor 
Thomas, and the act of -parliament made to bind 
the provinces of New England, the firſt doubtleſs 
was moſt, if not only, to be regarded, -(whe- 
ther then in force or not) as it related directly to 
Penhylvania; if therefore he made no ſcruple to 
diſpenſe with that, he had ſurely much leſs rea- 
ſon (if any at all) to ſcruple diſpenſing with the 
ſecond: and ſince he was willing to riſk paſſing 
paper money, altho* he apprehended his inſtruc- 
tions (“ that is the Royal inſtructions abovemen- 
« tioned,) reſtrained him from paſſing any,“ 
how could he juſtify his unwillingneſs to riſk giv- 
ing more time than 5 years, when he had no in- 
ſtructions to reſtrain him? could he imagine that 
he ſhould incur his Majeſty's diſpleaſure more 


highly for not conforming to an act of parlia- 


ment which does not concern Penſylvania, than 
for acting contrary to a Royal inſtruction drawn 
up for a governor of Penſylvania, and by which 
he judged himſelf to be bound? 

It teems evident therefore that the act of par- 
liament made to reſtrain the people of New Eny- 
land, could not be the Governor's motive, as the 
letter writer alledges, for not paſſing the aſſembly's 
bill for granting 10, ooo J. for his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice; but mult have been urged by the Go- 
vernor as a bugbear, with a view to terrify them 


into a compliance with his demands; and in the 
letter, by the writer of it, to impoſe on people 


here: by endeavouring to make them believe 
that the Quakers had flown in the face of the 
government of England, and obſtinately perſiſted 
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to get a bill paſſed by the Governor, in direct 
contradiction to an expreſs act of parſiament. 

It is therefore to be believed, that in not re- 
ceiving the 10,000 J. under the ſaid pretence, that 
the Governor acted ſolely in conformity to his in- 
ſtructions from the proprietors; and the rather 
as it appears from the public papers, that he com- 


municated to the aſſembly the inſtructions of 


his majeſty, but refuſed to ſhew them thole of 
his conſtituents, My | 
Although the letter-writer, as before obſerved, 
brings in this argument of the act of parliament 
binding New England, in the laſt place, as weakeſt 
of the three he alledges, thro? a ſenſe of its inſuf- 
ficiency 3 yet as it is the principal, and in reality 
only argument urged by the Governor for his 
extraordinary conduct in this affair, I have dwelt 
the longer in ſhewing how little it was to the pur- 
poſe, I ſhall now examine the writer's other two 
reaſons for the Governor's not paſſing the bill, 
which he Jays the chief ſtreſs on. Firſt, . That 
* if he had accepted the 10,000 pounds offered 
by the aſſembly for the King's uſe, and allowed 
* them ten years to ſink it on the exciſe; it would 
be giving the government out of his hands, 


* and rendering himſelf and his ſucceſſors en- 


« tircly unneceſſary in the adminiſtration for 
« twelve years.” 

This reaſon is a downright paradox, which 
the author ought to have explained; but which 
can be explained only by ſuppoſing his meaning 
to be, that the Governor would in that caſe have 
conſented to their having the diſpoſal of the exciſe 
branch of the public money for ſo many years . 


ſecret however which he did not care to diſcloſe, 


and through his whole letter is very induſtrious to 
conceal : for in what ſenſe otherwiſe could the 
D 4 Governor's 
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Governor's hands be tied up? It is true, he 
would have allowed five years, in which caſe it 
may ſeem his hands likewiſe would have been 
tied up for ſo long time: but then he would, in 
ſo doing, have ſet aſide their right by charter, 
to have what laws ſoever they think fit to pro- 
poſe paſſed by their Governors; and ſubjected it 
to the controul of an act of parliament, made to 
bind other provinces, and in ſhort, for the future, 
to the will of a Governor, by wreſting that pri- 
vilege out of their hands. | 
The writer's ſecond reaſon is, That it would 
« be putting 35,000 pounds into the. hands of 
the aſſembly, ſtill more to increaſe their power, 
« and abridge thoſe of their proprietors and Go- 
% vernors,” To make this out, he ſays, p. 19, 
That in the ſpace of twelve years the exciſe would 
raiſe 45,000 pounds; and that when the 10,000 
pounds for the King's uſe was paid out of it, the 
remaining 35,000 would have been at their dif- 
poſal for what uſes they might think fit. 
In theſe few lines the writer has committed 
four glaring falſehoods, to uſe his own term. 
Firſt, in ſaying, that the exciſe would amount 
in twelve years to 45,000 pounds, he would 
make it, one year with another, to be 3750 pounds, 
whereas It ariſes but to about 3000, and has a 
charge of 300 poundsper an. on it, as the afſembiy 
alledge to their preſent Governor *, who in his 
calculation for a particular year, makes it no more 
than 3519 5. | 
Secondly, inſtead of 43, ooo pounds, ground- 
ed on that wrong aſſertion, it ought to be no 
more than 30, ooo pounds; out of which deduct- 
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[ 41 ] 
ing the 10,000 for the King's uſe, 'and there will 
remain but 20,000, 13, ooo leſs than this writer 
rms. 

17 nirdly, That remainder would not have been 
at their diſpoſal more than it was before, as the 
exciſe is always in their power for applying to the 
uſes of the Government; and it does not appear, 
from his ſhewing, that it was to be converted into 
paper currency. It may be preſumed, that no 
more than the money granted was to be made 

current in that ſhape, and for no longer time than 
the twelve years; as in the caſe of the 5000 pounds 
before mentioned, granted by Collonel Thomas in 
1746, which was to be ſunk in ten years, at the rate 
of 500 pounds a-year, and is not yet diſcharged. 
The aſſembly extended it for that length of time, 
as well to prevent incumbering their ſmall public 
fund, as that they might have the ſmall addition 
of paper bills during that interval, though they 
gradually decreaſed by ſinking every year. 

The fourth falſity in the foregoing paragraph, 
is the writer's affirming, that the aſſembly might 
have diſpoſed of the 35,000 /. at pleaſure, This 
falſe aſſertion is farther aggravated at the bottom 
of the ſame page, where it is ſaid, ** That altho? 
the preambles to all our money-acts and to 
« the exciſe ſay, that the intereſt-money, and 
what ariſes from the exciſe, are to be applied 
* to the ſupport of Government; yet they 
* (meaning the aſſembly) apply it as they pleaſe, 
* v12, to diſtreſs all who oppoſe their meafures, 
* and for building hoſpitals, purchaſing lands, 
“libraries, &c, | 

This falſehood, which might paſs at a diſtance | 
from Penſylvania, would appear glaring there even 
to the moderate of his own party, nothing being 
better known to every body than the contrary : 


for 
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for the intereſt ariſing from the 80, ooo pounds in 
paper currency, which is lent out at 5 per Cent. 
on land-ſecurity, is annually examined and ſettled 
and a juſt account of it, together with the exciſe 
returned to the aſſembly, and by them printed, 
that every individual may be fatisfied in what man- 
ner the ſame 1s diſpoſed of, The truſtees of the 
Loan-office are alſo obliged to render an account 
to the aſſembly, and give ample ſecurity for the 


faithful diſcharge of their office, before they en- 


ter upon it. Can any better regulations be made, 
to prevent embezzling the public money? Too 
well they know this. In ſhort, the thing which 
in reality grieves the party, whoſe tool the writer 
1s, muſt be, that too much care Is taken to prevent 


- embezzling it, by requiring an account to be ren- 


dered from all who have the handling of it. 
The reader may perceive from hence, how 

much this writer pei verts the truth of things; as 

well as how little the paſſing that bill would have 


tcreaſed the powers of the aſſembly, and more ena- 


bled them to abridge thoſe of the Governor than 
they were before, had that been their intention, 
For better explanation of what goes before, 
as well as follows, it may be proper to obſerve, 
that the revenue of Pen/ylvania is no more than 


7000 pounds a- year, ariſing out of two articles: 


The intereſt of the 80,000 pounds above men- 
tioned, lent out at 5 per cent. intereſt, which brings 
in 4000 pounds a-yearz and the exciſe above- 
mentioned, which is alſo paid into the loan-office, 
Out of theſe two funds all the ſalaries of the pub- 
lic officers, excepting the Governor's, are paid, 
and the remainder 1s to defray all other expen- 
ces of Government. . 
This fund is fo ſcanty, that many years it is 


not ſufficient to pay thoſe ſalaries, and other con- 
tingent 
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tingent charges z ſo that it is not to be expected: 
that ever conſiderable ſums of public money, if 
any at all, ſhould be found in the treaſury, In 
caſe of an emergency therefore, when money is 
to be raiſed, the uſual method is for the aſſem- 
bly to borrow it of the public, and diſcharge in- 
tereſt and principal out of the exciſe, by ſinking 
ſo much yearly, more or leſs, according to the 
ſituation of affairs. 

The loan is made by bills, which they call 
paper currency; and when they borrow money of 
the people, they give them ſuch bills in lieu of 
it: or which is the ſame, they emit ſo many bills 
as the ſum, ſuppoſing 20,000 pounds, amounts 
to; and having divided it in equal proportions, for 
inſtance, twelve parts, burn every year in an oven, 


whole is ſunk; as in the caſe mentioned a little 
before of the 5000 pounds granted towards the 
Canada expedition in 1746. 

The author of the letter proceeding in his nar- 


e ton's defeat laſt ſummer (1754), the Governor 
e again ſummoned the aſſembly, and again en- 
treated them to fall on ways and means to re- 
4 pel the enemy, conſiſtent with his duty to paſs 
* their bill; he having in the mean time received 
Sir Dudley Rider's opinion, that he could not, 
* with ſafety to himſelf, paſs ſuch an act as they 
wanted. They then voted him 15,000 pounds 
to be raiſed exactly as before, being certain the 
Governor could not venture to pals it. Ac- 
* cordingly on his refuſal they adjourned; and 
* to intimidate other Governors from daring to 
* diſpute their commands, with-held his yearly 
* ſalary.” | 

The query on the caſe which Mr. Hamilton 
| ſtated 


ſo many bills as amount to the proportion, till the 


rative ſets forth, that © on the news of Waſbing- 
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ſtated to the Attorney-General here, was, ** Whe. 
„ther he might legally and ſafely, or without 
breach of his oath, bond, or duty to the king, 
& paſs an act of aſſembly, whereby bills of cre- 
« dir may be iſſued in lieu of money, without 
&« the ſuſpending clauſe before- mentioned being 
c inſerted therein.” The letter-writer, with his 
uſual ſincerity, omits the reaſon here aſſigned; 
why Governor Hamillon could not with ſafety 
paſs this 15,000 pound act, for two reaſons: firſt, 
becauſe Mr. Hamilton had, before he received the 
ſaid opinion, made no ſcruple to paſs the act for 
paper currency without the ſuſpending clauſe. Se- 
condly, Becauſe notwithſtanding this opinion of 


the Attorney-General, the preſent Governor, Mr, 


Morris, offered to do the ſame, provided the bills 
were to be ſunk in five years; and therefore the 
writer, by that omiſſion, would have it believed, 
the reaſon for Mr. Hamilton's latter refuſal was ſtill 
the ſame with his firſt, and that which his ſucceſ- 
ſor alledged ; namely, that the aſſembly would 
not ſubmit to ſink the money in five years, con- 
formable to the act of parliament binding New 
England. Mr. H. ſceing this act not tenable, quit- 
ted it; and ſtared the caſe for an excuſe to come off, 

The aſſembly alledged, . That the caſe, as it 
& was ſtated to theithen Attorney-Geneial, re- 
« garded only emiſſions of bills of credit on com- 


„ mon and ordinary occaſions, and ſo in their 


% opinion very little, if at all, affected the bill 
c then depending.“ They likewiſe obſerve, 
« That Mr. Hamilton ſeemed clearly, in his rea- 
& ſonings with former aſſemblies, to have acknow- 
« [edged he thought himſelf at liberty to paſs acts 
<« of the ſame tenor with that bill, for granting 
« money for the king's uſe ; and never offered a 


« ſuſpending clauſe, notwithſtanding his bonds Fa 
5 66 


— 


148 ] 


« the Crown. But, continue they, the point, whe- 
« ther he might or might not be ſafe in paſſing a 1 
« bill, mentioned in his ſtate of the eaſe, could re- 

« gard himſelf only, and does by no means de- 
ei termine the right which we claim under the 
« royal charter :'* A right which they ſay they | 
have hopes will never be taken from them by a& 
of parliament; and the rather, as three bills, to B 
extend the royal inſtructions over countries and 
aſſemblies in America, had been attempted in par- 
liament without ſucceſs *. . 

The aſſembly apprehended that Mr. Hamilton 
was prevented from paſſing the bill, nat ſo much, 
if at all, from Royal, as from proprietary in- 
ſtructions, which he ſeems to have looked on in 
a very bad light, and of pernicious tendency to 
the colony: for the aſſembly obſerve, ** That 
« he declared, in the journals of their houſe, and 
ein a letter to the proprietary family themſelves, 
“ (1.) That ſome inſtructions given to him con- 
« clude abſurdly, and therefore are impracticable. 
(a.) That they are a poſitive breach of the Char- 
« ter of privileges to the people. And (3.) That 
e they are inconſiſtent with the legal prerogative 
of the Crown, ſettled by act of parliament.” 

This being the caſe; it may be preſumed, that 
the aſſembly's ſtopping his ſalary was not diſa- 
greeable to him, as it furniſhed. him with a handle 
to write to the proprietaries to ſubſtitute another 
in his place: for that Gentleman, who is ſingle, 
and of an independent fortune in the province, 
the place of his birth, could not but have been diſ- 
gulted with inſtructions, which, in his opinion, 
tended to ſubvert the liberties and privileges of 
the inhabitants, in which common calamity he 
muſt have been involved himſelf ; and therefore 

| the 


* Perſyly. Gaz. 26, December. 
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the letter, mentioned by the author of the ſtate 
of Penſylvania, to have been written by Mr. 
Hamilton to the proprietaries, was doubtleſs that 
cited by the aſſembly, as before obſerved. This 
appears, in ſome meaſure, from what our author 


ſays, That he wrote over to them to ſend him 
« a ſucceſſor, aſſuring them, that he would no 
4 Jonger continue to act as Governor??? altho 
the brief ſtate would give it another turn, 

We come now to the laſt part of the hiſtory; 
which relates to the government of Mr. Morris, 
This Gentleman, he ſays, on his entering on the 
government, ſpoke in the moſt pathetic terms 
to the new aſſembly, conſiſting of the old mem- 
bers, who offered a bill for 20,000 pounds, 
« conceived in the ſame terms as before, wiz, 
c to make the paper money extend for twelve 
years, though the new Governor had told 
« them before-hand, that he was ſubjected to 
<« the ſame inſtructions as his predeceſſors, and 
could not paſs any ſuch bill into a law.“ 

This is all he ſays of this laſt tranſaction, which 
however being the moſt material of all, I ſhall 
ſtate the particulars ſomewhat more minutely. Mr. 
Morris having, on the 3d of December laſt, laid be- 
fore the aſſembly the dangerous ſtate of the pro- 
vinces, and exhorted them to contribute for their 
defence; in their anſwer or meſſage of the 12th, 
they acknowledge, That the efforts which the 
« French have made (on the ſide of the Ohio) 
&« are truly alarming, and dangerous to the Bri- 
&« z;/þ intereſt in North America; but add, that 
& they had good reaſons to believe, that the ſums 
&« granted to the King in their late aſſembly, had 


ce the then Governor been pleaſed to _—_ 
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« bills, offered to him for that purpoſe, might, 


« the bad ſituation of. their affairs at , preſent, and 
« have placed their duty to the beſt of Kings, as 
« they always deſire it ſhould appear, among his 
« moſt loving and loyal ſubjects . 

As their bill propoſed “ emitting 20,000 
« pounds for the King's uſe, to be current for 
« twelve years, he declared in his meſſage of De- 
« cember 18th, that he could not by any means 


« agree to it, as being forbidden by a royal inſtruc- 


« tion, to pals any law for creating money in pa- 
re per bills without a ſuſpending clauſe; and al- 
« ]cdged the Attorney-General's opinion before- 
« mentioned, by which he ſaid it clearly ap- 
&« peared: that the inſtruction was moſt certainly 
« in force, and binding on himſelf : that how- 
« ever, as the act of parliament reſtraining the 
« four eaſtern governments from emitting paper 
&« currency, gives them a power to make bills of 
« credit in caſe of emergency,—he would there- 
“ fore join with them in any bill, for ſtriking 
« what ſum they thought their preſſing occa- 


«* ſions demanded, provided a fund was eſta» 


« bliſhed for ſinking the ſame in five years.“ 

It ſeems to me very odd, that this Gentleman 
ſhould firſt tell the aſſembly, that he could not 
by any means agree to pals the bill without a fu. 
pending clauſe, as being forbidden by a royal in- 
ſtruction, backed with the Attorney-General's 
opinion; and yet preſently after promiſe to paſs 
it without ſuch a clauſe, provided they would fink 
the bills in five years, conformable to the act of 
parliament binding New England : as if their com- 
pliance with the terms of this act took off the force 
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or obligation of the royal inſtruction; which yet 
at ſetting out is repreſented as an inſuperable oh. 
ſtacle, and has no connection with the act, or the 
act with PenſyFvanta. 

However, as the Governor had, between theſe 
two declarations, introduced the late Attorney. 
| General's opinion in ſupport of the firſt, the aſ. 
ſembly miſtook his meaning; and concluding he 
intended to infiſt on inſerting the /u/pending Clauſe, 
entered into debate about it. In their anſwer of De- 
rember 20th, they controvert the force or validity 
of that royal inſtruction, as Governor Thomas, to 
whom it was firſt directed in 1746, paſſed the 
50001, bill before- mentioned, without a ſpending 
clauſe, by extending the exciſe act for ten years; 
to which number they had reduced their demand 


0 


of time in the new bill. e 

They ſay, that as Collonel Thomas gave his aſ- 
ſent to that act, after the receipt of the ſaid in- 
ſtruction, they hope he will not be more reſtrict- 
ed by it than the Gentleman to whom it was im- 
mediatcely directed, and at preſent holds a govern- 
ment of great importance under the Crown, of 
than his predeceſſor Mr. Hamilton, who never of- 
fered a ſuſpending clauſe. | : 
| Governor Morris made them ſenſible, that he 
never intended to inſiſt on the ſuſpending clauſe, pro- 
vided they would fink the paper bills in five years. 
As they did not, he undertakes to prove, that 
the inſtruction (which he in his former meſſage had 
. conſented to lay aſide) was binding on him, and 
that Collonel Thomas's conduct was no rule ts him. 
In ſhort, the diſpute is carried on as if the ſaſpen- 
ding clauſe was the only obſtacle, and the act of 
parliament for reducing the ten years to five, which 
before was the grand impediment, was no longer 


inſiſted on, The reaſon he gives why he had in- 
bitte 


, 
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þſted on it is, that he 7hought tbe reaſon of that. ac? 
extended here (to Penſylvania) although the force of 
it did not. Was not this reaſon enough why he 
ſhould not ſo long have endeavoured to force this 
act upon the aſſembly ; eſpecially ſince, as he con- 
feſſeth, the reaſon of its extending thither was 
no more than a conjecture of his own ? whence it 
follows, that it was ſuch conjecture or thought of 
his, which made him urge its authority, not any 
i-ſtruction from the Crown: yet two or three 
paragraphs after ſays, * He had before informed 
& them that he could not paſs their bill in the 
« ſhape they had ſent ir, (that is requiring ten 
« years time to fink the bills) as being contrary to 
« his Majeſty's inſtruQtion 3** which inſtruction 
muſt, by theſe words, relate to the act reſtraining 
the emiſſion of paper currency to five years : and 
yet it is no where expreſly ſaid by him to extend 
to that act, (ſuppoling it concerned Penſylvania) 
but to relate merely to the not paſſing of bills for 
creating paper money, without a ſuſpending 
clauſe, 

All this ſeems to me like playing at croſs pur- 
poles, or faſt and looſe with royal inſtructions: 
lometimes they are treated as of no importance, 
and an act of parliament made only to bind one 
country, brought in to bind another: at another 
time the act ſeems to be neglected, and the in- 
ſtruction only regarded. In one part of the Go- 
vernor's meſſage the reaſon of the acts extending 
to Penſylvania is only his conjecture, and he al- 
lows it has no force in itſelf to operate there; in 
another part it is made to operate by a royal in- 
ſtruction, So that the royal inſtruction ſeems to 
be made a tool of by him to obiige the aſſembly 


* Gazette December 31. 
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either to ſubmit to have their bill clogged with x 


ſuſpending clauſe, which as they ſay would be the 


ſame as to render it ineffectual, or elſe to reduce 
the number of years for ſinking the money from 
ten to five ; which ſeems extremely unreaſonable: 
for the exciſe on which 20, ooo l. was to be 
ſunk, would diſcharge but 15,000 J. of the debt 
in 5 years, ſuppoſing it amounted to full 30000 
a year, But indeed it frequently falls ſome hun- 
dreds ſhort, and in time of war becomes very 
inconſiderable; as the danger of being taken at 
ſea cuts off moſt part of the trade of wine and 
rum, Sc. out of which the exciſe ariſes: hence it 
might poſſibly happen that the exciſe income 
(already clogged with 5007. a year) might be 
reduced ſo low as not to afford a ſum in 10 
years ſufficient to diſcharge the debt of 20,0001, 
So that was the whole to have been paid in 5 
years, they mult” have been forced to break 
into their intereſt money alſo: this would 
have farther diſabled them from defraying the 
charge of officers and other expences of govern- 
ment, by engaging more than one half of 
the public fund for diſcharge of the 20,0001, 

It ſeems from the reaſon of the thing that the 
more money which is advanced, the more time 
ought to be allowed, for repaying it out of ſo 
ſcanty a fund; and therefore if the aſſembly had 
"aſked longer time than either 10 or 12 years, it 
could not have been looked on as unreaſonable, 
eſpecially as they ſaw a war was near at hand, it 
not already commenced, 

The letter writer was conſcious of this, and 
therefore altho' he labors all he can to make their 
demand of 12 years appear unreaſonable on their 
firſt offer of 10,000 J. he ſays not a word about 
it, when he mentions their tender of 15, and 
20,009 J. his fole argument for the Governor's 
6 refuſal 


511 
tefuſal being, that it was contrary to the act of par» 
lament to grant ſo long time, which we have al- 
ready ſhewn to be an impoſition. | 

As the Governor acted contrary to the rule 
juſt mentioned, the reſtriction propoſed to be laid 
on the bill ſeems as if done with deſign to diſtreſs 
the aſſembly. At this rate what encouragement 
have they from the Governor to advance large 
ſums, (which yet he was always preſling, al- 
ledging 20,0001. as inconſide rable) if they have 
no more time allowed for ſinking large than 
ſmall? Governor Thomas granted them 10 years 
on the exciſe for only . ſinking 5000/7. which was 
at the rate of 500 /. a year or one tenth of the 
public fund; and now they mult be allowed but 
5 for ſinking 20,000 J. which is 4000 a year out 
of 7000, or more than half of their whole fund 
every year. ; 

Why ſhould they be compelled to ſuch a hard- 
ſhip? the reaſon is plain: the inſtruction to Co- 
lonel Thomas was by the Crown referred to the act 


of parliament the 6th of Queen Ann; but the 


preſent Governour by his ſuperior power and au- 
thority, has extended the ſame inſtruction to the 
act made, not only to bind a different country 
(not Penſylvania) but alſo ſince that inſtruction 

was iſſued, and without the leaſt reference to it. 
The aſſembly having-miſapprchended the Go- 
vernor's meaning as hath been obſerved, and im- 
agining that he had then inſiſted on the /u/pending 
clauſe, acquaint him that in caſe he would not 
pals their bill, after all which they had ſaid to 
induce him, „ they ſhould be obliged, as their 
** laſt reſource, to apply to the Crow: for redreſs, 
or to the Lords of trade, or to their proprieta- 
* ries.” That therefore they might be enabled to 
Rate their caſe more fully, they entreat him to 
| E 2 ' inform 
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inform them * whether the royal inſtruction is 
* the only impediment z or whether he had any 
e farther inſtruftions from their proprietaries, 
which influence him in refuſing his aſſent to 
their bill.“ 
Governor Morris in anſwer ſays that * altho 
& he thought it not quite decent, and he believed 
it unprecedented for a Governor to be called 
e upon for a ſight of his inſtructions; yet, adds he, 
« ſhall communicate them to the houſe (of af. 
& ſembly) whenever the public ſervice ſhall re- 
„ quire it.” And accordingly, as by way of 
advance, took that opportunity to acquaint them 
with ſome of his inſtructions from the propreitors, 
particularly to recommend to them to provide for 
defence of the province; not only by granting 
aids from time to time to the King, but alſo by 
eſtabliſhing a militia, providing arms, ſtores of 
war and magazines 1n convenient places, 

Here the Governor had a fair opportunity of 
trying if the aſſembly would paſs a militia act, 
by propoſing to them a bill for that purpoſe 
ready drawn as before; and it may ſeem ſtrange 
to many that this never was done by the Gover- 
nor, But as it might be more agreeable to his 
views that they ſhould rather appear refractor) 
than compliable, he did not care perhaps to ha- 
zard a point of ſo great importance, leſt their 
anſwer might have deprived him of the pretence 
of declaiming on that head, 

The -Jembly in their meſſage of the 26th 06 
December, thank the Governor for offering to 
communicate the proprictary inſtructions; and 
ſay thoſe ro former Governors had been repeat- 
edly laid before them, of which they produce 


ſome inſtances : particularly thoſe of Sir Milian 


Keith in 1724, and Colonel Thomas in 1735. 
They 
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They tell him that as they are of opinion, “ his 
« proprietary inſtructions are the principal if not 
« the ſole obſtruction to his paſſing their bill; 
« and that as whatever bill they might prepare 
« for the then preſent, or any other purpoſe, af- 
« ter all the expence to the country and all their 
« pains in framing them, would be liable to the 
« ſame difficulties, unleſs they could knew what 
« thoſe proprietary inſtructions are; they there- 
4 fore requeſt he would then candidly communi- 
&« care thoſe inſtructions, as the time when the public 
&« ſervice requires, ſince they intended to make 
them the great end of their humble addreſs to 
“ his Majeſty.” 

Governor Morris, whether piqued with their 
ſeeming to claim a right to fre his inſtructions, 
or perhaps never intending to produce them, as 
his offer was equivocal ; in his anſwer or meſſage 
of December goth, refuſes to communicate them, 
as he could not at that time think it either for 
his Majeſty's ſervice or the intereſt of the pro- 
« vince.” He ſeems much diſguſted likewiſe 
with their telling him they were of opinion that 
the proprietary inſtructions was the principal or 
ſole obſtruct ion to his paſſing their bill after he had 
told them he was hindered by a royal inſtruction: 
on which occaſion he aſks © how they came ſo inti- 
“ mately acquainted with his private ſentiments, as 
to know that when he /aid one thing he meant ano- 
* ther © upon my word this was a proper queſtion, ' 
The Quakers ſure muſt be conjurors if they pene- 
trated ſo deep. *Tis much the leiter writer did not 
take the hint from thiscircumſtance to charge them, 
among other things, with ſorcery. | 

To be ſerious; how could they think otherwife 
when they knew that he could not be hound by 
the royal inſtruction on the ſuſpending clauſe, be- 

E 3 cauſe 
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cauſe he had offered to pals the bill without ſuch a 


clauſe ; and that as the act of parliament reſtrain. 
ing the remiſſion of paper currency in New 
England to 3 years, could not affect Penhlvania, 
he could not be bound by that act. Since then he 
could not be bound by either of theſe, what could 
bind him but inſtructions from the proprietaries? 
that proprietary inſtructions may be contrary both 
to the royal inſtructions given to the Governor, 
and royal charter granted to the people, as well 
as abſurd in themſelves, appears from Mr. Hamil. 
ton's declaration before fer forth, The aſſembly 
likewiſe produce an inſtance of a ſaving clauſe or 
reſtriction in the commiſſion of Colonel Evans, 


ſo inconſiſtent with their charter rights, that being 


laid before the council (of Pexſylvania) in 1724, 
of which William Penn the younger, was the 


principal member, they determined that ſaving 


clauſe to be void in itſelf. 

As things ſtand, therefore the Pen/ylvania 
Quakers are in a very bad ſituation, lying as it 
were, between two millitones, unable to move; 
this verifies the text, one cannot ſerve two maſters 1 
if their commands be contrary and the people do 


not know them, which of the two ſhall they obey, 


or rather how ſhall they know which to obey? 
to enable them therefore to act at all, it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that they ſhould ſce one of the 
Governor's inſtructions, and conſequently the 
proprietary, as they ought to give place to the 
royal. After all the having proprietary Govern- 
ments in a country is incompatible with the rights 
of Crowns. Ir is a kind of imperium in imperio, 
and conſequently a ſoleciſm in politics. | 


To proceed in our relation of facts: as the aſ- 


ſembly miſtakes the Governor's meaning (I would 
be underſtood - with reſpect to the ſuſpending 
| clauſc, 
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clauſe, not to the inſtructions which he acted 


from) ſo the Governor on his ſide miſtakes that 
of the aſſembly. Altho' the bill which they ſent 
up to him was for no more than 20,000/7. he 
would perſuade them it was for 40, ooo l. on 
which in their meſſage of January the 3d 1755, 


they ſet forth the title as follows, an act for 


« ſtriking 40, oo0 J. in bills of credit and for 
granting 20,0001, thereof to the King's ule, 


« and to provide a fund for applying the remain- 


« der to the exchange of torn and ragged bills 
* now current in this province.“ On which oc- 
caſion they tell the governour, that he well knew, 
it added no more to their paper currency than 


the very 20,0007. granted the King; and even 


that ſtruck for no other reaſon than to anſwer 
the immediate call of the crown, and to make 
the grant effectual. 

On this faux pas or ſlip (willful or unwillful) 
of the Governor, the letter writer, no doubt, 


grounded his falſe aſſertion before- mentioned; 


that the exciſe would amount to 43, cool. in 12 


years, and the aſſembly by their bill would have. 
bad 35,000 of it at their own diſpoſal. But he 
puhas imſproved the hint conſiderably, by adding 


5000 U 
ring the caſe from the 20, ooo to the 10, oco /, 


grant, in order to make their demand appear more 


unreaſonable, from an augmentation of 15,000 /, 
After this ſome little altercation paſt between the 
Governor and the aſſembly with reference to the 
ſtate of the funds, The Governor inſiſted that 
they had, or ought to have, 14 or 13, 000 J. in 
bank. They make appear that they had not half 
that ſum, including mortgages and "debts; and 
that there was not 600 J. in the treaſury. 
E 4 Ta 


to the Governor's 40,000 J. and transter- 
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To conclude this account of tranſactions: the 


aſſembly finding the Governor inflexibly bent not 
to pals their bill but with his own unwarrantable 
reſtrictions, they on the roth of January 1755, 
adjourned themſelves to the 12th of May follow- 
ing; after voting 5000 J. for accommodating the 
King's troops when they ſhould arrive, as hath 


been mentioned before. 

This is the ſum and iſſue of the affair, It is 
now left to the public to judge, which of the two 
parties ought to have receded from their preten- 


ſions? who was to blame the aſſembly for inſiſt- 
ing to tender the money in the accuſtomed form, 
or the Governor for perſiſting not to receive it in 


that form? 


If they think the Governour was in the wrong 
they will naturally conclude, according to what has 
been before ſuggeſted, that he was witheld from 
paſſing the aſſembly's bill bya proprietary inſtructi- 


on, not a royal one; and this being admitted, they 


cannot be Jong at a loſs to diſcover the purport of 
that inſtruction, which notwithſtanding the writer 
ſo induftriouſly avoids to mention, it, tranſpires in 
two or three places of his letter, where he ſpeaks 
ſo much againſt che aſſemblies having the diſpoſal of 
the public money, and of what bleſſings would ariſe 
to the province from having that power lodged 


in the Governor, To wreſt this power out of 


their hands was doubtleſs the ſole motive of his 
conduct; the ſole object which he had in view. 
Had they given up this power, it is not to be 


doubted (according as the caſe is ſtated in the 
letter) but that the Governor would readily have 
paſſed the bill, had the time aſked been 24 inſtead 


of 12 years; and all his ſcruples would have been 


But 


removed. 
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But if this power be ſo much wanted by either 


the proprietaries or the Governor, how comes it 
that the acquiſition of it was not attempted be- 
fore? why is this dangerous juncture pitched on 
to begin a conteſt, when the affairs of the colo- 
nies are too much diſtracted already; and me- 
thods ſhould be uſed to unite the people, not to 
divide them? Sa | 
The writer after having given a fallacious ſtate of 
affair, and faid all the falſe and malicious things 
which his fertile imagination could invent of the 
Penſylvania Quakers, endeavours to cajole the 
Quakers here into a bad opinion of their brethren 
in America, and liſt them into his party, pretend- 
ing p. 22, to be well aſſured that the conduct 
« of the aſſembly in Penſylventa, is very much 
« diſapproved of, and condemned by their bre- 
e thren the Quakers in England, who are juſtly 
« eſteemed a quiet people, ſuch as we already 
e obſerved the firſt Quakers in this province 
[44 were.“ 6 . . N . 
As the Quakers are in reality a quiet upright 
people; quiet and perhaps upright for the general, 
beyond any ſect of Chriſtians in all the King's do- 
minions ; people who have been often oppreſſed 
by other ſects both in Europe and America, but 
never retaliated on others the injuries which were 
done themſelves, it is not probable that thoſe of 
Penſylvaniaſhould ſo far degenerate fromthe meek- 
neſs of their anceſtors, or deviate from the man- 
ners of their brethren here, as to renounce their 
fundamental principles, and become turbulent, 
much leſs abettors of injuſtice. But, by this 
time the reader muſt have learned how to inter- 
pret the writer's words: with him to hold their 
privileges is to be unjuſt; and to refuſe delivering 
them up to his party, is to be unquiet. 1 


| | RT 
la like manner when be ſays, © it is very plain 

“that they have no mind to give a ſingle ſhilling 
« for the King's uſe, unleſs they can thereby 
t& increaſe their own power.” It is the Fi 
thing as to ſay that the Governor will not fe- 
ceive a ſhilling from them unleſs they gave him 
up their power. After what has been ſaid mylt 
not the people have reaſon to think, as he con- 
feſſes they do, that every ſuch rejection of a 
« money bill, is a deſign againſt their liberties, 
4% and throw the whole blame on their proprietors 
* and Governors ?” As it is too well known that 
the people, and all but thoſe of his, party, are on 
the fide of the aſſembly, he judged it could he 
of no uſe to conceal it: but he had better have 
ſaid nothing than given fo filly a reaſon for it, 
namely, that they are not well enough. ac; 
* quainted with the nature of Government, to 
& underſtand why the money bills cannot be 
* paſſed;z” their underſtanding. muſt. be very 
weak indeed, as weak as this writer's, if they 
cannot tell why the bills cannot be paſſed, in g 
the reaſon is, as he pretends, becauſe they alk. 12 
years for ſinking them inſtead of 5; 

He goes on p. 23, repreſenting the miſerabſe 
condition of the province and imputing it all * 
the aſſembly, in terms which may juſtly be turn 
on thoſe of his party; and then alledges two in- 
Rances, firſt of a petition from 1000 poor families, 
who inhabit the back parts of the colony, to the 
aſſembly in Auguſt 1754, ſoon after Waſhington's 
Uefeat, prayicg that they might be furniſhed 
with arms and ammunition for their defence; but 
this petition, he ſays, was rejected with ſcorn: 
the fecond is of a meſſage in December following 
from their Indian allies to the Governor, begging 
that he wouid direct the building of a v_ 
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3 
ſort, in which they offered to defend themſelves 
and the inhabitants of Penſylvania from incurſions: 
this alſo he tells us the aſſembly refuſed, bidding 
them, if they were afraid, to retire farther within 
the province. | 3 

The reader, we preſume, has ſeen too much of 
the malice and inſincerity of this writer, to believe 
any thing which he affirms upon his bare teſti- 
mony z and after he has been ſo often detected ia 
faiſchoods, will not condemn the affembly on his 
ſingle evidence: but at leaſt ſuſpend their judg- 
ments till they may have time to clear themſelves, 
if neceſſary; and the rather as we find this laſt 
particular very differently repreſented in the Pen- 


ſyhoania Gazette of Dec. 19, which contains both 


the Governor's mcfTage and the aſſembly's anſwer 
on that cccaſion. Mr. Morris, on the 4th, re- 
commended to them to make * proviſion for the 
e maintenance of the Indians at Aughwik, and 
« for ſetting up ſome ſtachados round the place 
« they ſhould fix on for their winter's reſidence.“ 

The aſſembly on the 6 b, after declaring © their 
e villingneſs to treat them with juſtice, humanity, 
and tenderneſs, as till then they had done; una- 
* nimouſly refolved to, defray the reaſonable 
charges for ſupport of the Indians, till their next 
meeting: but as Craghan ſeemed reſolved to 
remove from Aug heb, whereby the Indians 
* would be left without any proper perſon to take 
care of providing for their ſubſiſtence, they re- 
„ commend it to the Governor's conſideration, 
«* whether it might not be more convenient for 
* the Iadians themſelves, and leſs expence to the 
* province, if they were invited to come nearer 


their back inhabitants, till by hunting, or other- 


„ wiſe, they might be able ro ſubſiſt themſelves 
* with fafery.”* . 
Is 
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Is there any thing in all this ſo rude or regard. 
leſs of the Indians as he repreſents the caſe? All 
ſuggeſtions that the Quakers will not defend them- 
ſelves and their property, muſt be falſe, from the 
inſtances already produced to the contrary, Their 
oppoſition to the deſigns of the party is a confuta- 
tion of the charge. They know it would be but 
of little ſignificancy to ſecure their rights againſt 
the attempts of a Governor, if at the ſame time 
they ſuffered a foreign enemy to ſtrip them of both 
liberty and property, without making any reſiſt- 
- ance. They know too that they could not expect 
to be left in poſſeſſion of a country, unleſs they 
were reſolved to defend it; and that the readieſt 
way to be diveſted of the poſſeTion, would be to 
refuſe contributing their utmoſt to preſerye it; 
ſince, in reality, the province is the King's, from 


whom they have it in truſt, on a preſumption that 


they will ſecure it for him againſt all enemies; and 
who, in caſe of their failure, will reſume the poſ- 
ſeſſion, in order to prevent the loſs of it. 5 
Although the Quakers, out of religious prin- 
ciple, are averſe to bear arms themſelves ; yet they 
will, no more than thoſe of other perſuaſions, ſuf- 
fer their property to be taken from them for want 
of making a proper oppolition. If they do not 
fight in perſon, they are ready to pay thoſe who 
will ; which is as much as the generality of thoſe 
do, who ſcruple not going to war out of conſci- 
ence: and that Penſylvania will afford men enough 
willing to fight, without compelling the Quakers, 
appears from the proprietary inſtructions to the 
preſent Governor, requiring men to be raiſed, but 
yet ſo as not to oblige any to bear arms who may 
be conſcientioully ſcrupulous, 22 
In King William's war, Mr. Hull, a Quaker of 
Rhode Iſland, who commanded a veſſel of m0 
| 0 
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he was owner, was met at ſca by a French pri- 
'vateer, which coming up with him, the captain or- 
dered him to ſtrike, The Quaker made anſwer 
that he could not reſolve to part with either his 
ſhip or cargo, which were his property, and of 
conſiderable value; neither could he, by the laws 
of his religion, fight: but he would ſpeak to his 
man Charles, who was of another perſuaſion, and -. 
in caſe he was inclined to fighr, he would not hin- 
der him. Accordingly Charles was called, who 
accepted the encounter ; and falling to work with 
the Frenchman, ſoon obliged him to ſheer off. This 
Charles was no other than the late Sir Charles Wa- 
ger, who then ferved that honeſt Quaker ; and the 
report which Mr. Hull made, when he arrived ar 
Lindon of this gallant action, was the firſt riſe of that 
worthy admiral, The Quakers therefore, in effect, 
will fight; but the party are not content, that the 
Quakers, like themſclves, ſhould fight by proxy; 
they want to oblige them, againſt both law and 
conſcience, to fight in perſon, though without any 
neceſſiry. This is one part of the wicked tyrannic 
ſcheme which they are driving at. "The Quakers, 
beſides contributing their quota 1n the laſt war, 
behaved with more circumſpection, as obedient, 
dutiful and loyal ſubjects to his Majeſty and Go- 
vernment, than the party did who would repreſent 
them in a contrary light, For it is notorious, that 
the few now complaining and arraigning their con- 
duct, held conſtant correipondence with the King's 
enemies, and ſupphed them with all forts of ſtores 
and proviſions z and, the better to carry on this 
trcaſonable trade, they had factors reſiding in all 
the remarkable ports of the French and Spani;h 

IVeſt- Indies, during the laſt war. 
In fine, as the Quakers do not profeſs loyal:y to 
tne King, and diſhonour him in their actions, nci- 
ther 
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63 
ther do they refuſe to advance money for his ſe. 
vice; all they deſire is to fee (according to a legal 
right which they have to ſee) that ſuch money be 
laid out for his ſervice, as to anſwer the public uti- 
lity, for which it was voted z and not to be ſunk 
in the pockets of venal Licutenant-Governom. 


Some of whom formerly have been ſent over az 
hungry as ſharks, in order, as it were, to prey up- 


on the vitals of the inhabitants, and devour all the 

rofits of the land. Thefe men are not content 
with a handſome proviſion ariſing out of licencey 
for, public houſes, to the amount of 2500 J. per 
annum, excluſive of what the aſſembly gives them, 
which is ſeldom lefs than 1000 J. more, How 
many gentlemen of ſuperior merit and abilities for 
governing a province, would be perfectly ealy with 
half ſuch an appointment? but ſharks can never 


be ſatisfy'd. 


„From what has been ſaid (ſaith the letters 
« writer, p. 25.) it clearly appears how much we 
« ſuffer, by having all public money in ſuch 
« hands.“ By we, muſt be underſtood ſolely of 
his party; for all elſe think themſelves great gain- 
ers, as he himſelf, in effect, allows but a few lines 
before, in the concern he expreſſes to find not only 
the Germans, who make one half of the inhabi- 
rants, but all the people in general in the intereſt 
of the aſſembly, whom they conſider as their belt 
friends. 

He goes on ©* were the caſe otherwiſe,” (that is, 
was the diſpoſal of the public money in the hands of 
his party) . matters might be managed with ſecreſy, 
&« eaſe, expedition, ſucceſs, and a ſmall expence, by 
% embractng the proper opportunities.“ O ! no 
doubt of it, as all the wiſdom, integrity, and fru- 
gality, muſt needs be on the fide of the Gover- 


nor and his party, every thing would then go on 


ſwim- 
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ſwimmingly. The charge of Government would 


be but a trifle to what it is now; the number of 


officers would be reduced half in half, as well as 
their ſalaries 3 and the Governor himſelf would be 
content with 1000, or 15001, a year, inſtead of 
4000/. But will they find any without doors to be- 
lieve them? or any within, among the aſſembly, 
weak enough to try them? . 1 
It muſt be obſerved, that this is one of the two 
places in the letter, where we meet with glimmer- 
ings of the grand point which the Governors are 
driving at, and the true cauſe of their not paſſing 
the money-bills, all along ſo induſtriouſly ſuppreſſed 
by this writer; namely, their not having the diſ- 
poſal of the money: which tranſpires a little in the 
words, were the caſe otherwiſe ;”” but ſomewhat 
more clearly in thoſe which follow; * the ſettle- 
« ments of the French at Crown Point, and on the 
Olio, might both have been prevented at firſt, 
« with one goth part of the expence it will now 
take to diſlodge them, had not the hands of all 
our Governors been tied up, by having the diſ- 
e poſal of no monies on ſuch emergencies, nor any 
hopes of obtaining it (the diſpoſal of the money) 
from the aſſemblics, if they ſhould advance any 
« ſums for the public ſervice.” 3 
Neither the diſpoſal of the monies, nor hopes of 
obtaining ſuch diſpoſal from the aſſembly ! poor 
gentlemen, hinge illæ lechryme : who does not pity 
their deplorable caſe ? who would not gratify their 
longings to finger the public money, but ſuch hard- 
hearted men as. the aſſembly, the Quakers, and 
the reſt of of the people of Penſylvania ? But what 
need they fret? Jet them pluck, up a heart and 
comfort themſelves; ſince if they diſappoint the 
Governor of his darling views, he will have it 
aways in his power to be revenged on them, 


by 
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refuſing to receive the money which they offi 
for the King's ſervice, and putting the province it 
danger of being taken out of their hands by the 


French provided the Government here does not 


interpoſe in time. If the Governor had been im- 
powered with the diſpoſal of the money, he would 


| have done more than was incumbent on him, or 


perhaps would have been permitted him: he 
would not only have prevented the French en- 


croachments on the Oh7o, but would alfo have 


hindred their building Crown Point fort, although 
in another Governor's province. But as the af- 


ſembly will not give up to him the diſpoſal of the 


money, he will neither defend his own province 
himſelf, nor ſuffer the aſſembly to defend it. What 


| ſhould the Governor care if the French do take it; 


ſince they will not let him have his will? wh 
ſhould he have any care for the colony, if they wil 
not give him the diſpoſal of the caſh? what is the 
colony to him without that? | „ 
Some indeed think, that if the Governor in- 
tended to act honeſtly, he would readily accept of 
the ſum, voted by the aſſembly for the King's uſe, 
and not be afraid to render an account whenever 
called upon: but they ſay they can have no good 
opinion of a Governor's deſigns, who unjuſtly at- 
tempts to wreſt out of the hands of the people, a 
power which he knows they have a legal as wellas 
natural right to. i | 
« Bur here it may be juſtly aſked, by what 
« means the Quakers, who are ſo ſmall a part of 
e the inhabitants, and whoſe meaſures are ſo un- 
* popular (ſuppoſing them to be ſuch as this wri- 
« rex repreſents them) get continually choſen into 
ce the aſſemblies of Penſylvenia ?”* 
It is eaſy to ſee that this would be a conſiderable 
ſtumbing · block to the readers of the letter, and 


grand 
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cuſations: for this reaſon he puts the queſtion him- 


ſelf, and p. 26. undertakes to anſwer it. His an- 
ſwer, in ſubſtance, is this; * that in the late Spaniſb 


war, Governor Thomas calling on them to arm for 
their defence, they were alarmed with the 


grand objection againſt the truth of the writer's ac- 


proſpect 


of loſing their power, if they ſhould comply, as hath 


been ſhewn above: that they therefore entered in- 
to cabals, and perſuaded the Germans there was a 


to be ſoldiers : that a military law was to be made, 
inſupportable taxes laid on them, and what not, 


deſign to enſlave them, and force their young mea 


unleſs they joined to keep in the Quakers, under 


whoſe adminiſtration they had long enjoyed eaſe 
and tranquillity z and to force out of the aſſembly 


all thoſe who were likely to join the Governor, in 


giving money for annoying the enemy.“ 

The inſtrument it ſeems they made uſe of to 
effect this, was one Sauer a German printer, who 
publiſhes a news-paper entirely in the German lan- 
guage, * In conſequence of this, the Germans 


ho had hitherto been peaceable without med- 


« ling in elections, came down in ſhoals, and car- 
« ried all before them. Near 1800 of them voted 
in the county of Philadelphia, which threw the 
balance on the ſide of the Quakers ; who hav- 
ing found out this ſecret, have ever ſince ex- 
* cluded all other perſuaſions from the aſſembly. 
* conſtantly calling in the Germans to their aid, 
by means of this printer. A terrible and dan- 
gerous man to be ſure |! | 

This anſwer to the objection is plauſible : and 
yet was it in the wain true, jt ought to throw no 
reflection on the Quakers: for firſt the land is pro- 
perly their birthright, and the poſſeſſion in juſtice 
belongs to them. They cannot therefore be blamed 
for uſing their WR to keep poſſeſſion, and 


hinder 
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hinder others from reaping the fruit of their Ia. 
bours, after taking ſo much care to bring the pro- 
vince into its preſent flouriſhing condition, Pry- 
dence therefore, as well as juſtice, evinces the ob. 
ligation, and even neceſſity, of returning and con- 
tinuing the Quakers in the aſſembly: not only as 
having been the firſt ſettlers and eſtabliſhers of the 
Government; but alſo as having, by their god 
management and conduct ever ſince, ſhewn them. 


ſelves to be the fitteſt perſons for keeping up the 


proſperity of the colony, as well as the ſafeſt guar- 
dians who could be intruſted with the eſtabliſhed 
rights and liberties of its inhabitants, againſt the 
many iniquitous attempts of the Governor's men, 

If therefore they did ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the 
Germans to preſerve their own intereſts, they were 
certainly in the right of it; and in caſe they, for 
that end, endeavoured to perſuade thoſe ſtrangers 
that the Governor had in view, to make ſlaves of 
them,. I cannot fee how they can be thought to 
have been in the wrong, ſince an attempt to vreſt 
from them by force their moſt valuable rights and 
privileges, might well be looked on in that light. 
They certainly had, or at leaſt judged they had, 


juſt reaſon to call the Germans to their aid, or elſe 


they would not have done it; ſince the writer 
himſelf acknowledges that this was the firſt time 
that they had taken ſuch a ſtep. 1 bal 

| To prevent a diſcovcry, he conceals the time, of 
year, of the election which he mentions : but in all 


| likelihood it was that of the year 1744, When 


they had very great reaſon indeed to make all the 
friends they could among the other inhabitants, to 
event the violent meaſures which were then {ct 
on foot te deſtroy the freedom of elections, and 
fill the aſſembly with creatures of the Governor : 
for all the privateer ſailors in the harbour of Phil- 
| 6 : adelphia, 
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ad:lphia, under the influence of the Governor's 


men, came armed to the Court Houſe, where the 


Sheriff was then taking the pole; and with open 
violence hindered the legal voters, who were in-the 
intereſt of the Quakers, from voting : knocking 
down, and beating in a-moſt barbarous manner, 
all who appeared not to be of their party: And 
when the houſe of afſembly came to fit, and take 
cognizance of the affair, in order to find out and 
bring the delinquents to juſtice, the Governor 
granted noli proſequt's, However, this alarming 
and lawleſs tranſaction, which ſtruck terror into 
the minds of the people, throughout the whole 
province of Penſylvania, ſtill remains freſh in the 
memory of every independent voter, and is to be 
ſeen, with all its circumſtances at large, on the 
journals and votes of the aſſembly, 4:12 
Is it then to be wondered after this, if ever 
ſince, as the writer ſays, they call in the Germans 
to their aid? but although he keeps theſe violent 
meaſures of his party from the knowledge of his 
readers, he does not pretend to charge the Ger- 
mans with any unlawful or diſorderly behaviour 
on the occaſion; and yet if they had repelled vio- 
lence by violence, nobody could have blamed 
them when they were provoked to it, and had 


ated merely in their own defence,  :; 
Ic is likewiſe worth obſerving, that although this 
writer would have calling in, the Germans to vote 
to be reckoned a crime in the Quakers, yet his 
own party ſet them the example: for, previous to 
the election above-mentioned, the Germans were 
tampered with by the Governor's men; and, on 
their promiſing to vote for them, he, to qualify 
them for the putpoſe, procured many hundreds of 
them to be naturalized. The Germans however, 
voted afterwards on the Quakers ſide, from a con- 
F 2 | ſciouſneſs 
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ſciouſneſs, or apprehenſion, that if the other party 
got a majority in the affembly, they would make 
ſuch laws as ſerved their own intereſts, however 
detrimental to the liberty of the people, and good 
of poſterity ; which, alchough the higheſt earthly 
bleſſings, are no longer dear to men than ther 
principles remain uncorrupted. 

From the partial account given of this affair by 
the author of the leiter, the reader has a farther 


- inſtance of his diſingenuity, and how little his re- 


preſentation of any matters which relate to the 
Quakers is to be regarded. I ſhall not therefore 
take up his time with refuting the groundleſs te- 
flections, which, for want of real matter to accuſe 
them with, he throws out againſt them on this, as 
on all other occaſtons. It is ſufficient to obſerve, 
that they are only general charges, ſupported by 
the bare aſſertions of a perſon who et with 
himſelf, when he ſat down to write, to relate no- 


thing truly; and as no one fact is charged upon 


them in direct terms, they ought to be treated, 
like himſelf, with contempt, and as the hatefulof: 


- ſpring of malice and detraction. 


However we muſt not paſs on 4 taking 
notice of one very remarkable perſonage; I mean 
the German printer: he ſpeaks of him in terms 
which ſhew the deepeſt concern, as well as dread 
of his power: as if all the diſtreſs of his party was 
owing to him; and that they can never hope to 
compals their ends, till the authority of that for- 


midable foe is either leſſened or deſtroyed. This 


printer ſeems to be more terrible to them than the 


| mans themſelves, as he hath above 100, oo0 


ermans at his devotion, who, if he but whiſtles, 
come down in ſboals, and carry all _ them, as he 


When 


hall direct. 
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Whenever they want to call in theſe foreigners 
to their uid, they do it by means of this printer: by 
means of this printer, they repreſent all regular cler- 

en as ſpies and 1ools ef ſtate : whenever they 
1 of any ſuch miniſter in good terms with his peo- 
ple, they immediately attack bis charader, by means 
of this printer; and to be ſure his buſineſs is done 
at once, for a ſingle man has no chance to ſtand 
againſt ſuch a printer as this dominus fac totum, 
who commands ſo many thouſands, and obliges 
them todo whatever ſervice he pleaſes to ſend them 
on. | ER” 
Who would imagine that printers, and German 
printers too, ſhould become ſo formidable in Ame- 
rica, as to ſtrike terror into the hearts of even Go- 
vernors themſelves, for the general, the moſt 
dreadleſs and aſſuming mortals of any to be found ? 

Yet we have had, it ſeems, of late, two inſtances of 
the kind, Zenger in New York, and Sauer in Pen- 
Hlvania. „ 

Not daring to try his ſtrength at fair weapons, 
with this Herculkan ty pographer, he has recourſe. 
to his uſual method of calumny, and beſtows 
invidious names on him, as thoſe of French pro- 
phet, and popiſh emiſſary. Nor is it any wonder, 
chat a printer who has wrought his party ſo moch 
miſchief, and blown up their deſigns againſt the 
aſſembly, ſhould be the object of his kceneſt re- 
ſentment. Accordingly the remainder of his let- 
ter, conſiſting of near one half, is employed in 
blackening the character of this printer, as well ag 
the Germans, and contriving expedients to abridge 
his molt extenſive influence and authority in Pen- 
ſyivania. Ly 
This German printer has been a uſeful member 
in the ſociety, if no otherwiſe than in preſerving 
the liberty of the ſubject, by communicating and 


F 3 expoling 
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expoſing the evil defigns and oppreſſions of the 
Governors to the people, in the ſame manner az 
Zenger, before-mentioned, had done at New York, 
not many years before : a proof of public Tpirit 
which an Engliſh printer at Philadelphia had not 
the courage or zeal to give, with-held by govern- 
ment- connections, and influence; which too gene- 
rally deſtroy patriotiſm, and hindet men from 
diſcharging thoſe duties which they owe to 'their 
country. | | he 4.4 

The writer has expatiated- ſo much on the 
danger and ruin which muſt attend keeping the 
Quakers in the aſſembly, that one would haye 
imagined it was the greateſt evil which could poſ- 
ſibly befal Pen/ylvania : but it ſeems, after all, 
that this is not the greateſt evil: there is a worſe 
than it, attending thoſe inſidious practices, car- 
ried on by means of the ſaid printer with the Ger- 
mans. For theſe people, it ſeems, *© Inſtead of 
being peaceable and induſtrious as before, now 
4 finding themſclves of ſuch conſequence, ate 
& grown inſolent, ſullen, and turbulent, in ſome 
& counties threatning the lives of all who P- 
i poſe their views.” Surely ſuch ſons of ſNlaugh- 
ter cannot be averſe to arms! | 2a, 

„They give out, that they are a majority, and 
&* ſtrong enough to make the country their own.” 
Surely then oy will not let the French take it 
from them for want of defending it. They 
„have ſuffered the greateſt oppreſſions under 
& Popiſh Princes in their native countries, where 
te they could enjoy neither liberty of conſcience, 
“ nor their riches with ſafety : ſurely then it can- 
„ not be all one to them which King gets the 
© country,” George or Louis: the Proteſtant of the 


« Romifh monarch, And altho* many of them 
ps ſhould 


71 ] 
ſhould be Papiſts, as this writer aſſerts, they like a 
Proteſtant and Engliſb 55 better than 


their own, or they would not have left it to go 
live in Penſylvania; and their knowing the worſt. 
which can happen, if a Popiſh Prince ſhould get 
the dominion, is the greater ſecurity to ue, that 
they will never ſuffer him tq obtain it, if they 
can poſſibly keep him out. It ſeems a very great 
inconſiſten:y, that they ſhould leave Germany to 
avoid the tyranny of their. natural princes, and 
yet willingly put themſelves under the power of 
the French, who are more arbitrary til! than the 
German. 4 01. 91 r | 
Yet this writer repreſents matters, as if not on- 
ly the French of Canada have turned their hopes 
upon this great body of Germans ſcttled in Penſyl- 


vania, bur even that theſe people favour their de- 


ſign: ſo that if the French do but ſend their Je- 


« ſuitical emiſſaries among them, to perſuade 
e them over to the Poplih religion, they will 
« draw them from the Exgliſ in muli1:udes, or 
« perhaps lead them in a body againſt us.” 
Surely, a man who can ſo confidently aſſert fo 
great an improbability, as if he certazaly knew it 
would be the caſe, muſt be capable of aſſerting 
any abſurdity, as well as falſhood : for, is it poſſible 
that people who abandoned their own country, 
chiefly to avoid the tyranny of the Popiſh reli- 
gion, ſhould ſo eaſily be reconciled to it, and 
induced to embrace what they fled to avoid? ſhould 


ſo ſuddenly change their opinions, as to believe 


Popery amiable, which till then they looked on 
as monſtrouſly deformed ? and ſhould all at once 
embrace what before they ſo greatly abhorred ? _ 
This is the more unlikely ſtill, as he confeſſeth, 
p- 35. that * The moſt conſiderable and weigh- 

"F< W. 


Germans are ſuppoſed to be Romaniſts z and that 
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& ty ſect among them is the Menaniſts, whoſe 
& principles are much the ſame with thole of the 
& Quakers; that many of them are Moravians, 
&* and that there are many other ſects ſpringing 
« up among the Germans. Which facts are ſo 
many confutations of what he has advanced; ſince 
it is well known that the Proteſtant ſectaries, the 
farther they divide, the farther they remove from 
Popery, as their aim is to approach nearer to the 
ſimplicity of primitive Chriſtianity, 
It is true, he ſays, that near one fourth of the 


the Moravians are ſufpefted to be a dangerous 
ople, becauſe they conceal their religion, and 
ſeem to hold ſome tenets and cuſtoms much a-kin 
to the Papiſts. But as theſe, if not downright fal- 
ſities, are only conjectures and ſurmiſes of the wri- 
ter and his party, as far as they have an opporit- 
nity of judging, they muſt yield place to the cha- 
rater given of them by thoſe who had good oppor- 
tunities of judging, and are better acquainted with 
them, From 1uch we learn that the Germans in 
Penſylvania are a people eaſily governed, without 
power, and no ways ambitious of authority: there 
are not above five or ſix in the whole province, 
who hold any place of either truſt or profit; they 
dread the thoughts of an abſolute government, 
and are ſenſible of the liberty and other bleffings 
which they enjoy under an Engliſb conſtitution 3 
they have ſuch horrible ideas of Popery and arbi- 
trary power from woeful experience in their own 
countries, eſpecially that of the French King, that 
to a man they would prefer death rather han ſub- 

mit to live under it, 
The natural hatred which the Germans have 
for the French, and RIG a 
| uDults 
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&bſiſts between them in America, will always be 
2 means to deter, rather than encourage the French 
to attempt any enchroachments in the neigbour- 
hood of the Germay ſettlers. Moſt of them are 
Lutherans and Calviniſts, the reſt Moravians and 
Menoniſts, a religious le, inoffenſive and fond 
of inſtruction; but far from being ignorant, as 
the letter · writer repreſents them. They have 
ſchools and meeting-houſes in almoſt every town= 
ſhip through the province, aud have more mag- 
nificent churches and other places of worſhip in 
the city of Philadelphia itſelf, than thoſe of all 
the other perſuaſions added together. They abound 
likewiſe with able miniſters and teachers. Tits 
the moſt numerous part of the Germans are pro- 
vided with teachers; and the writer of the letter, 
p. 31, acknowledges that the reſt might be made 
good Proteſtants, and good fighting ſubjects, in 
caſe regular miniſters and ſchoolmaſters were ſent 
among them to inſtru them. He likewiſe, p. 41, 
allows that a conſiderable progreſs is made in a 
deſign of this nature, and a conſiderable ſum col- 
lected for i. 23910 1 

If this be the caſe, how little grounds muſt he 
have for thoſe dreadful apprehenſions which he 
affects, of the Germans being carried away in mul» 
titudes by the Popiſh emiſlaries, ſuppoſing them 
to be 10 ignorant as he aſſerts? Are theſe Romiſh 


prieſts more aſſiduous and dextrous in their work 


of converting, than the Proteſtant miniſters in that 
of inſtructing and watching their flocks? or, has 
Popery a more alluring and captivating aſpect in 

America than it has in Kurope ? lr 0 
In ſhort, all his objections againſt the Germans 
are malicious, falſe and forced: the only one which 
ſeems to be againſt them, or rather againſt thoſe 
who 


. 
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who allotted them their ſettlements, is, their havi 
ſettled too many of them together, inſtead of in. 
termixing them with the other inhabitants. | This + 
method would have prevented any apprehienſiong 
of their power, by dividing them 5 and might 
have habituated them inſenſibly both to the lan- 
guage and cuſtoms, if not the mannets of the 
Eueliſb: but this courſe with them, which in all 
likelihood would have had all the effects which he 
fo ardently deſites, the writer never once men. 
tions, either becauſe that might have reflected 
en his own party, who ſettled them in cheir pre- 
ſent diſtricts; or elſe, becauſe he had nothing 
mofe in view than to propoſe the beſt means he 
could think on of gaining his point as things now 
ſtand, and getting the power out of the hands of 
the aſſembly, without any real regard to the wel 
fare of the province, or the Engliſb intereſt init, 
For, if the Germuns are ſo turbulent, and talk al- 
| ready of ſeizing the province, or givinglit up to 
the French, as he alledges, the method which 
{ he would have. taken with them, by [tripping 
3 them of their privileges for thirty years, and com- 


pelling them, as it were, to receive the Elb 
language and religion, will only ſerve to exaſpe- 
; rate them, and ſpur them to put ſuch deſignsin 
l execution: which, if they are able to do at pte 

ſent by their numbers, they will at any time be 
| able to accompliſh z as it may be preſumed their 
. inereaſe will be in proportion to that of the reſt 
i of the inhabitants of Pen/ylvania, and conſequent: 
| ly, that they will always be the majority. 
4 To the Germans, in a great meaſure, is to be 
{| aſcribed the preſent flouriſhing condition of the 
8 province, owing to their induſtry in cultivating 
i the lands, and the wealth which they brought — 
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them into Penſylvania. But as he thinks the coun- 
try is already over-{tocked with them, he would 
have a ſtop put to the. importation of auy more, 
« and the migration turned another way. Zut, 
if they be the ungovernable; wretches he repre- 
ſents 15 00 to be, how will that remedy the evil? 
It may remove, but not cure it; and the other 

rovinces will not thank him for his advice: but 
he cares not what evils they brought on other pro- 
vinces, ſo they could be taken off from 
at elections for the Quakers, 


voting 
The reaſon which the writer gives, in a note; 
p. 32, for turning the migration from them, is, 
becauſe If new hands are continually brought 
&« in, and the old families go back to other co- 
&« lonies, as he ſays they do at preſent, (when+ 
« ever they begin to get a little money, and Know 
4 ſomething of our language) we ſhall never make 
« Engliſbmen of them.“ But whoſe fault is it, 
that the old families go off, except theirs of the 
writer's o) party ?. It is in reality owing to the 
oppreſſion of the proprietor's officers, entruſted 
with his land affairs, eſpecially the Secretary of a 
certain principal man, who makes others fly from 
their native country, though not for ſuch 
crimes as a perſon well known to himſelf fled from 
his own, This inſtrument of oppreſſion, and an- 
other, has been for many years the plague of che 
province, by engroſſing and monopolizing every 
ſpot of valuable land, in order to ſell agam at an 
exorbitant price; of which numerous inſtances 
might be produced, ſome whereof were complain- 
ed of here about three years ago, and a pr 
admonition given to a certain perſon to 'bet- 
ter to the behaviour of his officers. 5 
10 4 After 


L 76 1 
After uttering ſo many falſchoods, and injuri. 
ous reflections againſt the Quakers and the Ger- 
mans, which his malice could invent, the reader, 
we preſume, can no more believe that he was for. 
ry the taſk fell 10 bis lot, as he pretends, p. 3, 
than that iruth and duty obliged bim 10 take up the 
pen. Yet he ſeems confident, that his repreſenta. 
tion of things will be taken for granted, and mat- 
ters ordered by the Parliament according to his 

four inſtructions. | 
The firſt of them is to oblige all thoſe who 
« fit in the aſſembly to take the oaths of allegi- 
« ance to his Majeſty ; and perhaps a teſt or de- 
& claration that they will not refuſe. to defend 
their country againſt all his Majeſty's ene- 
* mies. + \ E= 
This article is calculated not only to exclude 
the Quakers wholly from the aſſembly, by oblig- 
ing them to take an oath; but alſo to compel! 
them perſonally to take up arms againſt their 
conſciences, which confirms what we before ſug - 
geſted on this occaſion. This propoſal is fo fla- 
grantly unjuſt and oppreſſive, that if the charac- 
ter of the writer was not known, it might be 
wondered how he could have. the preſumption to 
offer ſuch an inſult to the Bruſh legiſlature, Yet 
he has the farther aſſurance to ſay that is the ſmal- 
An teſt of fidelity which can be required from them: 
Altho' he knew that Mr, Penn founder of the co- 
lony in his laſt charter of 1683, enjoins ** all 
«-who ſerve the government in any capacity, 
« ſolemnly to promiſe when required allegiance 
4 to the crown and fidelity to the propnetor 
* and Governor.” This ſolemn affirmation is all 
which can be expected from Quakers, conſiſtent 
with their religious principles; and which not 
many 
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many years ago the Britiſh legiſlature eſtabliſhed 
by law 3 as Judging it from the conduct of the 

ople, as well as the nature of the thing itſelf, 
to be really in all reſpects equivalent to an oath 
as without doubt it is. Many indeed murmured 
againſt this act when in agitation, as if it was in- 
dulging the Quakers with a greater privilege than 
any other Proteſtants, even church men, enjoyed z 
and caſt a ſlur or reproach on all thoſe who take 
oaths. To this it may be anſwered, that ic is in 
the power of other | Proteſtants to wipe off the 
flur or reproach if they think it one, and intitle 
themſelves to the ſame privilege with Quakers, 
by only leaving off the uſe of profane curſing and 


ſwearing. Whenever any ſect or body of them 


ſhall prove themſelves duly qualified, there is no 
doubt but the parliament will on their application 
ſubſtitute the ſolemn affirmation inſtead of an 
oath, as well for them as they have done for the 
Quakers. | 

His ſecond direction is, © to ſuſpend the right 
Hof voting for members of aſſembly from the 
« Germans, till they have a ſufficient knowledge 
of our language and conſtitution ; this provi- 
* ſion he ſays, is as reaſonable as the other.“ 
I grant it; that is, it is not reaſonable at all: for 
after what has been ſaid on the occaſion, it does 
not appear that there is any ground for depriving 
thoſe people of their privileges, eſpecially as whe 
Quakers would be entirely excluded from the aſ- 
ſembly by the firſt article. This ſhews he is ſtill 
afraid his party would not be able to obtain their 
ends; and that three fourths of the people muſt 
be deprived of either the privilege of fitting in 
the aſſembly, or voting, before he thinks they 
would haye a chance for it: and even then it is, a 


hundred 


| 
| 
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hundred to one but they would find themſelves 
miſtaken, and be obliged to ger three fourths of 


the church men and diſſenters, deprived of their 


right of voting alſo, before his party could have 
the leaſt hopes of gaining their point: for the ge. 
nerality of all. the different perfuaſions are in the 


fame way of thinking, and act on the ſame prin. 


ciples with thoſe of the Quakers? 

The three remaining articles relate to the in- 
ſtruction of the Germans; and ſeem to be inſerted 
rather for a gloſs to his plan than any thing elſe, 
as they are in effect contained in the ſecond, Al 
that is new in them, relates to having all bonds, 
contracts, wills and other legal writings made in 
the Enxgliſß tongue; and that no news papers, 
almanacks, or other periodical paper ſhould be 
printed in a foreign language, at leaſt, upleſs an 
Engliſh verſion be printed in the oppoſite column 
or page : which two cautions are certainly proper 
and neceſſary, excepting that the article which 
relates towills, may require ſome mitigation, 

Thus haveing gone thro' the writer's letter, 
article by article, it remains only to take notice of 
-what he ſays in the two or three laſt paragraphs, 
In the firſt of them, p. 43, he ſays that “ during 
„ the late war, they (he means thoſe of his pat- 

« ty) petitioned his Majeſty, ſetting forth their 
« difficulties and the defenceleſs ſtate! of the pro- 
6 yince, but received no relief; owing, as they 
<« preſumed, to the other weighty affairs, which 
ic then engroſſed the attention of the miniſtry.” 

Now this is notoriouſly falſe, and a reflection 
on his Majeſty as well as his miniſters : for upon 
an application for that purpoſe, the Ozter ſloop 
of war, captain Baladine was ſent out to their aid 


and defence, She arrived and was in the port of 
Philadeiphis 
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Philadelphia when the Spaniſh privateer © before- 
mentioned was in the river Delaware. The aſ- 
ſembly voted the captain a handſome eſent, 
upon his arrival, to buy ſtores, & c. which'it canꝰt 
be ſuppoſed the author is a ſtranger to, or could 
forget; unleſs he has done it willlfully, fo? fear 
the conduct and behaviour, to the captain, of the 
Governor's party (the few who had the ſole trade 
to the French and Spanifo Weſt-Indies,) ſhould be 
expoſed. Could the author forget that the'cap- 
tain of the man of war fell in with one of their 
veſſels, in the bay of Dellaware, freighted from 
the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies ? that he ſeized her and 
ſent her to Virginia to be condemned ? and that 
thoſe people arrefted the captain on his arrival at 
Philadelphia from his cruize, for the damage they 
pretended to have received from ſuch capture ? 
or could he forget the proceedings which followed 


thereupon ? 


Thus, that his conduct may be of a piece thro? 
the whole, as he begins with a falſhood, ſo he 
continues his rout and n falſhood, If 
there be any thing of truth in his lerter, to be 
ſure it muſt be in thoſe places where he ſpeaks in 
praiſe of the proprietors and the Governors, 
whom he takes his leave of by averring, it 
* may be ſaid, with the greateſt juſtice, that 
they have done every thing in their power to 
aſſiſt us (chat is his party) and Keep up to an 
* Engliſh conſtitution; that is, by endeavouring 
to deſtroy that of the Quakers, He concludes, 
* whatever be the conſequence, all our misfor- 
tunes can be charged no where, but upon our 
people themſelves; the Governor's men: I 
* agree with him, and I have ſhewn, con- 
tinues he, that it would be plainly repug- 
** nant to their intereſt to remedy grievances,” 
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I agree with him in this point allo. How! 
truth will flip out often unawares 2. 
adds in the laſt place, © all redreſs there 


* muſt, if it comes, come from his Majeſty a 
« the Britiſh parliament.” In this particulag 
the Quakers, both here and in Penſylvania, an 
of opinion with the letter writer ; nor is the 
any thing which they more ardently wiſh, as U 
been alr — obſerved, than that their grad 
take them under his own proteo· 
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